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HE following little Work owes its ap- 
pearance to the repeated enquiries of 


many perſons who, during a temporary viſit 
at Weymouth, wiſhed to know ſomething of 
its hiſtory, and to be informed what places 
in the neighbourhood were objects of cu- 
rioſity, and worthy the attention of a viſit, 


The Editor makes little claim to origi- 
nality, Hutchins's Hiſtory of Dorſet having 
afforded him the greater part of his mate- _ 
rials: but as a work of ſo elaborate a fize, 
were it leſs ſcarce, is ill calculated for the 

A2 peruſal 


—_—_—— 


—— 8 


TTY 
peruſal of thoſe whoſe reſidence is of ſhort 
duration, he thought a ſelection from that 
and other writers, with a few obſervations 
of his own, would not be altogether uſeleſs 
or unentertaining. He therefore begs leave 
to offer them to the Nobility and Gentry 
who reſort to this place, under the title of 
the WRETNOUTrH GvuiDE. 
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T place eech wo diſtin 
boroughs which were united by an act 
of parliament. paſſed in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. A ſmall arm of the ſea (ſerving 
for an harbour, over which is awooden bridge) 
ſeparates and diſtinguiſhes each town. — The 
modern and beſt built part is, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, MELcomsze Recis. The old town, 
originally WzrMouTH, ſtands on the other 
fide of the Water. But now they are known 
only by the general Name of WE TM) R, 
which lies on the Britiſh Channel (in 2* '34” 
of Weſt longitude, and 50* 38“ North lati- 
tude) 83 leagues by ſea, and 128 meaſured 
miles by land from London; 62 miles from 
Bath, and eight miles South of Dorcheſter, 
the County ... 

WVExEVMOVUrR, takes its name from its fitua- 
tion on the mouth of the little river Mey, 
which riſes four miles above at the pleaſant 
village Uewar, of which more Will be 


* hereafter. | 


6 « reanich one open barbicane *, This arme 


walls-to ſhoot through ; ———— — | 
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Mr. Baxter ſays, © The Tounlet of Way- 


e mouth lyith ſtrait again Milton, (i. e. Mel- 


& comb) on the other fide of the Haven, 
c and at this place the water of the Haven 
cc ig but of a fin all brede [breadth]; and the 
66 my e over] is by a bote or a 
cc rope Naar d Te Eiben; ſo that yn the 
« ferry- boote they uſe no ores. Waighmouth 
* hath certain liberties and privileges, but 


c ther is no Mair [ Mayor} | init. Ther is a 


& kay and warf for By this towne 
* — an Hills — of eaſe. The 
« paroch chirch is à mile off, The' ſea 
<: ebbitl+ and flowith up about a two miles 
% heyond Waymouth, ' Ther is a litle bar 
cc of fand at the Haven mouth. Ther ren- 
cr nith up by the right hond of the Haven a 
4 great arme of the fea; and ſeant a mile 
5 or half 4 mile, or more, above the Haven 
« mouth; ou the ſhore of this arme, is 2 
cc right goodly and warlike Caſtle made, 


< rennith up farther a mile as in a bay to a 
« point of land, wher a is into 


& Portland, ad 2 n of un _ 


« fand. 


able or ber dem, Wan nn 


the enemy; 4 fort at the entrance of a bridge, without | 
the town, having a double wall and towers; probably it 
1 A corrup ue; it is a Mooriſh word, wot ju. np 
it from the Spaniards or Ilia. f 
a n 


CY 
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ee 2a the Saxon times it was become a place 
of ſome note, for there is a Saxen charter 
extant, by which King Ethelred gave acer» 
tain portion of land in that place, called by 
the inhabitants Heymonth (or High) near the 
illand of Portland, to his faithful Miniſter 
Aſerr, to poſſeſs it during his life, and leave 
the inheritande of it at his death to whom he 
plesſed. It was ſigned by the King, with 
the ſign of the croſs; by Dunſtan, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury; Oſwald, Archbiſhop 
of Vork; the Biſhops of Athelwold, Lyning, 
Berold ; the Miniſters, Aethilmer, &c. 
Though iu Domſeday Book there are ſe 
yeral. parcels ſurveyed under the common 
name of Wai or Maia, and theſe without ad- 
ditional names to; diſtinguiſh any of them; 
yet the ſalt ponds mentioned in none but 
this, ſeem to determine the following ſurvey 
to belong to this place, 5 Amen held Mai 
« of the Earl of Morton. 9 Thains held it 
6 freely, T. R. E, and . for four 
c hides, There are two mills which yield 
6348. 2 ſalterns, and nine acres. of mea - 
« dow, ànd nine ee of paſtyxe, and 
4 was worth 4.5 

Leland — Coker oblave, that. Wey⸗ 
mouth and Melcombe Regis roſe originally 
from ſmall begianings from the conveniency 

of the harbour, for —— was no church in 
lcombe till 160 f, it having been included 
in a Radipale, Ia Edward the IIId's reigny 
A4 13475 
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13 47 „Weymouth, Melcombe, and Lyme, 
had orders to fend their ſhips then appointed 
to Portſmouth, the King being about to ſail 
for Gaſcony; ; that Monarch landed here from 
France, having been five weeks at ſea in bad 
weather, and driven on the coaſt of Spain. 
Weymouth furniſhed” that Prince with 20 
ſhips and 264 mariners at the fiege of Calais, 
: according to the roll of that fleet in a MS. 
in the Cotton Library. —Hackluit ſays 1 5 
ſhips and 263 mariners. Even that was a 
quota far beyond any port in this part of the 
kingdom; for at that time Pool ſent only 
four ſhips and 94 mariners, Brifto! 22 ſhips 
and 608 Mariners; ans 25 ogy: he Lor 
mariners. 
The French had WOT times e to 
burn the town, and deſtroy the inhabitants. 

In 14/1, 11th Edward III. Queen Mar- 
garet of Anjou, Conſort of King Henry VI. 
landed here with her ſon, Prince Edward, 
at her return from France, in order yp reſtore 
her huſband to the crown. | 

In 1505, 2oth Henry VII. Jan. 10, Philip, 
King of Caſtile, with his Queen, failed from 
Midatebourg in Zealand, with 80 ſhips for 
Spain; but a ſtorm ſoon after drove him- on 
the Engliſh coaſt. - As this embarkation was 
kept very ſecret, their appearance alarmed 
the country. Sir Thomas Trenchard hearing 
ſome - ſtrangers had landed at Weymouth, 
and fearing an en marched hither _ 
(PT 4 ome 


WEYMOUTH GUIDE. 9g- 


ſome forces, and was followed by another 
body under Sir John Carex. 

As the ſtorm laſted from the 15th to the 
26th of January, the King was ſo much 
fatigued as to run into this port, contrary to 
advice, although he knew how much he 
ventured by truſting himſelf in the Engliſh 
dominions. He intended to have refreſhed 
himſelf, and when he was recovered from 
his fickneſs, to put to ſea again before the 
King of England could know of his landing. 
The two Knights treated him with all poſſi- 
ble reſpect; yet gave him to underſtand, 


that he could not return on board till the 


King had ſeen him; and he was conduct- 
b Sir Thomas to his ſeat at Woolveton. 

In the ſame year (1588) one of the Spaniſh 
Armada, taken in the 2 was e 
ww here 
In the civil wars chis town CWenmouth3 
ſuffered much, being made a garriſon;. and 
poſſeſſed alternately by the King and Par- 
liament. It generally depended on the fate 
af Portland, and was ru taken ina 
retaken. | 

In 1642 it was e by the Parlia- 
ment, as appears by Burie, the Treaſurer's 
account; that in September ſoldiers and am- 
munition were ſent hither, and in November 
he paid gol. towards the fortifications here, 
i gol. by order of the Lieutenants to the 
Mayor for the ſame uſe. But Ludlow fays; 


dad it 
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it * taken by Colonel Aueh oon 
err Brentford battle. | | 
In 1644 when” the Earl of Eſſex, on bis 
march to relieve Lyme, came to Blandford, 
he had a mind to make himſelf mafler of 
Weymouth, Colonel Aſhburnham was then 
Governor; and, to make room for him, Sir 
Anthony: Afhley: Cooper had heen the youd 
before — Pos that charge. 
The Colonel had been intent upon other 
Foes and not enough folicitous to finiſh 
the fortifications, which were not ſtrong 
enough to defy an army, yet too ſtrong to be 
delivered upon the approach of one. The 
Governor having afterwards preſſed to have 
the whole examined before a council of war, 
ced à warrant under the hand of Price 
50 Ice, that the town being untenable, he 
ſhould upon the advance of the Earl of 
Effex, put à ſufficient firength into Portland 
Caftle and retire thither, which he had done, 
and was by the council abſolved. But be 
was thought to have left the town too ſoon, 
though he meant to have returned again 
after he had vifited Portland. In the mean 
time the town{men mutinied, and ſent to the 
Earl of Effex, then at Dorchefter, whore» 
upon he came hither, and gave the garrifan 
leave to march with — arms to Prince 
Maurice; and leaving men ſufficient, om of 
the country to defend it, nt Ins 


march to Lyme. 
June 
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June 20, (fays the Mercurius Aulicus) 
Col. Aſhburnham, knowing that the town, 
though of great importance for the trade of the 
country, was hardly tenable, gave notice of 
the fame at Oxford, and was ordered to ſe+ 
cure all the ordnance; arms, ammumtion; 
and provifion; and Portland Caſtle, as being 
not only a defenfible place, both by art and 
nature, but having ſuch a command 
We h Haven as would make it utterly 
unſerviceable to the rebels; and as for his 
men, he ſhould put as many into the Caſtle 
as the importance and condition of the place 
required, marching with the reſt to reinforce 
Prince Maurice, This being prudently ad. 
vited, was punctually *% Ao for it was 
known that —— the rebels put into it a con- 
ſiderable garr — not be able to 
keep the eld; —— they put in none, of 

pats and” nl one, it would be _ 
retaken. | 

June 1 UM the gariſon forventinnd the 
town, with all arms, ammunition, ordnance, 
and ſhips; The commanders and officers to 
march to Exeter on horſeback with ſwords 
and piſtols, and the common ſoldiers with 
ſtaves only. Here were faid to be taken 100 

pieces of ordnance great and ſmall; 2006 
muſkets, 1000 ſwords, 1 50 caſes of piſtols, 
200 barrels of powder, and about bo ail of 
19 70 25 how e in the ACE 12 
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8 19, the Earl of Eſſex arrived here, 
. the Earl of Warwick came on ſhore 


and conſulted with him. Vicars adds, that 


Sir William Balfour took the town with 27 
ieces of ordnance; 50 more in the harbour, 
and all the ſhips; 100 barrels of powder, 
arms and ammunition. The Admiral took 
2000 arms more, and 30 or 40 ſhips. And 
adds afterwards 80 pieces of ordnance mount- 
ed in the town, and in ſhips; 180 barrels of 
powder, 2000 muſkets, and 60 ſhips. The 
towns, forts, and caſtle at Sandsfoot were 


alſo taken. - 


Auguſt 19, Colonel William Sydenham 
was Governor; and November 20, J. 
was paid him by the Treaſurer. In er 
Sir L. Dives had orders from the King, then 
at Shirborn, on his march out of Cornwall, 
to recover Weymouth; but this garriſon, 
aſſiſted by the country people, took 100 
horſe of the Queen's regiment. 

In 1645, February 9, Sir Walter Haltives, 


Governor of Portland, took the great fort 


here; and two days after Sir L. Dives, 


Colonel General of Dorſet, took the middle 


fort, ſurpriſed the town, and poſſeſſed him- 


ſelf of the forts and upper town, the rebels 


retiring into Melcombe, the lower town, di- 


| vided from the other by an arm of the ſea, 
and of no - conſiderable ſtrength. At this 


crifis Lord Goring was ſent hither with 
horſe and 1 500 foot, beſides what he found 
in 
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in theſe parts, and his artillery; yet, by 
ſupine negligence, it was retaken by that 
contemptible number of the enemy who had 
been beaten in the lower town, and were 

looked upon as priſoners at mercy. The 
loſs of it was never enquired into, but im- 
puted to- Goring's natural want of vigilance, 
who retired into Somerſetſhire. This was 
done in view of his army after he had been 
in the town, and the whole direction was 


in him. r 1 De 9 
February 24, intelligence came that Col. 
Sydenham, who kept Melcombe, by the 
benefit of a fair wind had fired the ſhips on 
Weymouth- fide, burnt part of that town, 
and regained the Chapel Fort there with- 60 
priſoners, and taken one Lieutenant-Colanel, 
one Major, three Captains, three:Lieutenants, 
emen IT Ps TIE 
February 25, Chapel Fort having been 
regained, the King's forces reſolved to at- 
tack that and the town- of Melcombe by 
night, in ſeveral places at the ſame time; 
but the evening before a priſoner eſcaped 
into Melcombe, and gave the Governor 
notice. The Royaliſts that night. aſſaulted 
the line about Melcombe in five or fix places, 
and the fort, with great reſolution. Captain 
Batten came on ſhore with 100 ſeamen ;- the 
King's men were repulſed in every place, 
and loſt about 150 men, and retreated into 
Weymouth, Next morning Lord Goring 
—_— 4 and 
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end Sir L. Dives drew out of Weymouth, 
and marched to Dorcheſter, leaving behind 
them the ordnance taken there, Fg 4 
nothing but the plunder.. | 
Vicars adds further, that the cownſmen of 
Melcombe let in the King's men at their 
back doors, a wry 5 the beſieged's 
backs, and forced them to retreat, whilſt the 
King's men were ſtrengthened by ſome of 
the town, and Major Francis am was 
flain. Batten rallied the beſieged, and forced 
the King's men to retreat, in which action 
£50 were either ſlain or drowned ; and when 
they drew off, they left their colours in the 
forts, with arms, ammunition, and Provifions. 
The ſiege laſted eighteen days; the King's 
forces were 4000, thoſe of the Parliament 
960, who had little hopes of relief, nor 
were favoured by the townſmen, of whom 
forty conſpired to ſeize on the fort poſſeſſed 
by Sydenham, and by falſe keys to the . 


doors, to let out the priſoners. 


Many of theſe conſpirators were appres 
hended and 
February 27, 2 meſſage from Melcombe 
informed, that the town expected Waller's 
approach, which had been retarded dy a 
mutiny among his men; that a party of 80 
horſe ſallied out, and routed near 300 of the 
enemy took 60 of their cavalry, and at 
another time 30 more. Cromwell was or- 
dered into the Weſt to join Walle. 


ch 
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March 1, | letters from Sydenham and 
Batten informed, that Goring. had ſpent 
much time, with 5009 - and foot, be- 
fore Melcombe; — the night preceding 
endeavoured to caſt up a work between Mel- 
combe and the ſea, but was beaten off. 
March 5, an ordinance of Parliament 
paſſed for aol, to be paid to the officers, 
ſoldiers, and ſeamen of Weymouth and Mel- 
combe, for their ſervices. 

March. 8, intelligence came, that a ſhip 
af = guns, with arms and ammunition from 

ueny entered the port and was taken, the 
men thinking the town had been in the 
King's — The ſeamen belonging to 
à ſhip of Weymouth, called the [792 ah 
of 12 guns, lying under Portland Caſtle, 
Jaden with ſalt, cut her cables, and 
brought her into Weymouth to Batten, cha 
She Caftle fired ſeyeral ſhort at her. = 

In October a fort was built on Weymouth 
Kide to keep in the Portlanders. 

July 19, 1647, * the Parliament 
ordered garriſons to be neglected, yet this 
was continued; and in December following 
| Colonel James — or Hayne was made 
Governor, upon an eſtabliſhment of 1 55. 3 


TY way as Governor and Captain. 


In 1649 the Mayor, Bailiffs, Aldermen, 
&c. of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, in 
a. petition to the Parliament, ſet forth, that 


mY won a fair and large chapel in Wey- 


mouth 


* WEYMOUTH GUIDE. 


Wouth, with two ailes and large galleries, 
able to contain all the people in both towns, 
the building whereof oft the town 1 cool. 4% 
alkand was deſtroyed in the civil wars; that te 
1 bridge was decayed ; that it coſt 12001,” and 4 
Eo they aſſerted that the harbour was filled with 
| Tubbiſh. They petitioned for 3000 l. out of 
the Cuſtoms or Exciſe, &c. to enlarge Mel- 
combe church, build a mow bridge, and 
_ cleanſe the harbour. | 
In September, 1651, the Jerſey men did 
much miſchief on the Weſtern coaſt, and oh 
the 17th of October Colonel Hean failed 
from this place to reduce that iſland, The 
lofles ſuſtained by both towns in the civil 
wars, as appear by a certificate from the 
Juſtices, amounted to 20,0001. . = 
Mr. Burie, Treaſurer of this county, dit. » 1 
burſed for the Parliament to Richard Scovil, 
Commiſſary of Weymouth and Portland | 
Garriſon, ' from n to 1647 incluſive, 
13,6551. 18s. | 
The trade 25 this town was formerly very 8 
conſiderable to France, Spain, Newfound- ; 
land, and Norway. An irrefragable proof 
of which is clearly pointed out by the quota 
of ſhips furniſhed from this port, as before 
mentioned, in Edward the IIId's time, and 
the many charters that have been granted it 
and confirmed by ſucceeding Kings. 
King Henry I. about the year 111 
granted by charter, ſans date, the Manor & 
r 
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Portland and Wike, and the Ports of Wei- 
mouth and Melcombe, and all liberties, 
wreck, and free cuſtoms,” in ſea and land, to 

the Monks of St. Swithen, in the dilloprick | 
of Winton. | 


Henry II. confirms by charter, ſans date, 
to the Trier and Monks of the ſame port 
of Waimue; the whole land of Melcumbe, 
which by right belongs to their land of Wike, 
which King Edward gave them, and granted 
the ſeveral liberties, &c. 

Lionel, Duke of Clarence, 40 Ed. III. 
(1367) obtained great liberties for this bo- 
rough, ſuch as grants of a market and fair. 
3 Hen. VII. 1488, the manor was granted to 
Queen Margaret. 32 Hen. VIII. 1541, the 
manor before belonging to Queen Jane, was 
granted to Deen Catherine for life. | 


B  MELCOMBE 
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1 His town which utfumes its tile of 
L425. (that is, King's). was built upon 
the demeſne lands of the Crown, and has been 
accounted part of ther. ever ſince. the time 
of Edward he Firſt, and is ſituated oppoſite. 
the town of Weymouth on the North fide 
of the Haven. It is almoſt an iſland, being 
ſurrounded by the ſea on all fides, except on 
the North, where. it is entered by a narrow 
neck of land. The ſtreets. are broad and 
well paved. Many of the houſes are large, 
though low, as are moſt of the houſes near 
the ſea; they ate of fone, and tiled: many 
of them having been formerly inhab ited by 
merchants, have large warehouſes, it being 
at that time a place of great foreign trade, 
which as a ſea port has many advantages 
from its fituation, as well as from its ſecu- 
rity, and from the goodneſs of the Portland 
and Weymouth Roads and Harbour. | 
Mr. Hutchins having had the uſe of a 
hiſtory of Dorſetſhire copied from a MSS. 
— written by John Coker, and having 
extracted from it only a very conciſe account 
of Weymouth, the Editor, who has alſo been 
obligingly favoured with the uſe of the ſame 
MSS. by the Reverend Mr. Price, Keeper 
of the Bodleian Library, at Oxford, has co- 


WES N Fl pied 
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pied the following, which is the whole of 
what relates to Weymouth or its nn. 
hood, verbatim. 8 
From Weeke the fea workiag ſomewhat 
« farr into the land, yieldeth a convenient 
and ſafe harbor for ſhipping, in the mouth 
* of a ſmall river called Wey, from which 
<« the Haven hath the name of Weymouth. 
& This brooke; ſcarce three miles off, break- 
c eth out at Wey, which it nameth: now 
«© from the firuation called Upway, but 
& more anciently from the owners Wey- 
« bayouſe; for the land it was of Allen de 
C Bayoule, a baron in King John's tyme, 
* whoſe ſon John, 28 Hen. 11 founded a 
& little chauntry there: but his cozen and 
heire, Elias Rabayne, forfeited itt to King 
60 After, in Richard the Second 
„ his rye, it was purchaſed by Walter 
6 Frampton's anceſtors, and: alienated by 
& his ſonne Robert unto John Gould, who 
« left that to his ſonne John, now owner of 
« itt. The river Wey paſſing thence names 
< little villages, and then falls into the ſea 
« at Weymouth, oppoſite to which, on the 
ec other banlte, ſtands Melcombe, an an- 
ce cient borough, betweene whom and Wey- 
£ mouth aroſe a great controverſy, both 
cc enjoying like privileges, and both chal- 
«© lenging the particular immunities of the 
% Haven, which lyeth in the very boſom of 
5 them; each of them have taken the over: 
B 2 % throw, 
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throw of the other, but not reſting by that, 


< continually commenced. new ſuits. Att 
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cc 
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length, having wearied the Lords of the 
Council and other Courts with their con- 

tentious importunities, by the advice of 
that wiſe Counſellor, William Cecill, Lord 
Treaſurer of England, they were, by an 
Act of Parliament, the of Queen Eliza- 


„ beth, incorporated into one bodye, go- 


66. 


verned by one Mayor, and Aldermen, his 
aſſiſtants; immediately upon which they 
conjoyned themſelves together, by that 


faire bridge of tymber which we ſee, yett 


ſtill they ſend either of them two burgeſſes 


to the Parliament. 


4 Both theſe townes have certainly riſen 
from the conveniency of the harbor, and 
from- ſmall beginnings; for neither of 
them till of late tyme had a pariſh church. 

Weymouth, without all queſtion, is much 
the ancienter, which may appeare both in 
that it had the precedency given in the 
name, when by 12 aforeſaid act of unitye, 
it was decreed, that it ſhould be called 
the towne of Weymouth and Melcombe 


Regis, as alſo that you ſhall find mention 
of it in ſome ancient records, and that it 


was heretofore of very ſufficient abillity 
well appears, in that they vere able to 
aſſiſt their then King, Edward III. with 
15 ſhips and 263 mariners, what time he 
HY to ä Callice, in France, 
c which 


cc 
66 


123 


WEYMOUTH GurBE 27 


as "which rate I aſſure you no Haven in theſe 


arts came neare unto, but they were not 
to bee blamed to make what ſtrength they 
could againſt the French, who, both then 
and many times fithence, have affayed 


to burne their towne and deſtroy their 


inhabitants. 


- «© Weymouth, as now it is, is but litle, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
466 


3 


cc 
£6 
cc 
cc 
46 


conſiſting chiefly of one ſtreet, which for 
a good ſpace lyeth open to the ſea, and 


on the back of it riſeth an hill of ſuch 


ſteepneſs, that they are forced to clymbe 
upp to their chappell by eighty ſtepps of 


ſtone, from whence you have a faire proſ- 


pect of the towne and Haven lying under 


itt. From the one fide you may ſee Weeke, 


the mother church of Weymouth, and 
Melcombe on the other fide, which much 
ſurpaſſeth the other for conveniency of 
ſeite, ffor this ſtanding on a flat, affordeth 
roome for building, with a markett place,, 
and convenient ſtreets and alſo yardes for 
their wares, by means whereof moſt o 

the merchants have choſen this for their 
habitation, which of late years is fairly 
new built; there anciently was placed the 
wool ſtaple, but King Henry VIth took, 
it from them, and gave itt to Poole, when 
he granted to itt the priviledges of an 
Haven. Theſe townes, now united, gaine 
well by traffique into N ewfoundland 5 
* they have had eighty ſayle of 
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ſhipps and barkes, as alſo by a nearer 
cutt into France oppoſite to them, whence 
they return laden with wines, cloath, and 
divers other uſefull commodities, with 
which they furniſh the country. 

« Over againſt this Haven lyeth the iſle 
of Portland, by ſea a league diſtant from 
itt, paſſable but in one place (as I have 
already noted) on dry land, Concerning 


the name controverſy hath riſen, ſome 


thinking it tooke name by reaſon of the 
ſeite oppoſite to the Port of Weymouth, 
which opinion I cannot but refiſt, for that 
I believe it had to name PorTLAND before 


* the other had any being; and therefore I 


will content myſelf with the opinion of 
the judicious Camden, who voucheth for 
it, The hiſtory of Wincheſter church, 
which is, that it took its name from one 
Port, a noble Saxon, who in the yeare of 


our ſalvation + , arriving there, much 


infeſted and anoyed theſe coaſts ; after, in 
the declining age of the Saxons Empire, 
Portland felt often the violent and furious 
rage of the Danes, who when they came 
as , anno 783, to diſcover the 
goodneſs of the land, and good places for 
landing, as alſo what refiſtance the inha- 


bitants could make; having then but 


onely three ſhipps in their company, 


touched firſt of all at this jſland, whence 


either for want of good landing, which is 
| «© moſt 


cc 

_ 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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moſt likely, for there is none, or being 


driven away by the inhabitants, they re- 


tired to Tinmouth in Devonſhire, where 
they ſette the firſte foote on England's 
ground, with ſoe good ſtanding, that al- 
beit they were divers tymes overthrowh 
and chaſed away; they never deſiſted until 
their King Canutus, anno 1017, gott the 
crowne upon his head; afterwards King 
Edward the Confeſſor, gave Portland unto 


the church of Wincheſter upon this occa- 


fion, The King taking diſlike againſt his 
mother EMMA, by the inſtigation of his 
great favourites, Robert, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and Goodwyne, Earle bf 
Kent, amongſt divers other objections, 
alledged that ſhe, under colour of private 
devotion, uſed over-familiarly the com- 
pany of Alwin, Biſhop of Wincheſter, to 
the King's and her owne great diſhonour : 
upon theſe ſurmiſes was alſo her ſubſtance 
ſeized to the King's uſe, and her botye 
committed to ſafe cuſtody in the abbey 
of Wherwell ; but ſhe knowing her inno- 


cency in all, eſpecially in the accuſation 


of incontinency, refuſed not to undergo 
that hard law or triall by fire, called Or- 
dæleii, which was thus: ſhe, in the pre- 
ſence of the King, her ſonne, and divers 
other nobles, being blindfolded, was to 
paſs over nine plough ſhores redd hott, 
which ſhe in the church of Wincheſter, 

B 4 & (with 
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(with whoſe. prelate ſhe was ſuſpected) 
e performed without any the leaſt harme, 
cc. wherebye ſhe not only cleared herſelfe of 
«. that imputation, but made her chaſtity 
«© more famous to poſteritye; and in remem- 
“ brance of this her deliverance, the gave 
c to the ſame church nine mannors, equal 
c in number to thoſe irons ſhe paſſed over; 
< alſo her ſonne, King Edward, much re- 
„ penting of the wrongs he had done his 
«© mother by falſe ſuſpicion, gave, for ex- 


t piation of his fault, unto the ſame church, 


cc this iſland, with Weeke and Weymouth 
% appurtayning unto itt; all which Gilbert 
6 de Clare, Earl of Glouceſter, gott from 
% the Monks by way of Exchange in Edward 
cc the Firſt his time, from whole poſterity it 
came to the Crowne. Having given you 
« what I have found in ancient hiſtories of 
& this iſland, I think it not amiſs to ſhew 
cc you itt as at this preſent itt is. 
“ Firſt, att the very landing you ſhall ſee 
« 2 firong caſtle built by King — VIII, 
cc opofite almoſt unto another on the land's 
ec fide called Sandfoot Caſtle; theſe . two 
cc command all the ſhipps which paſſe into 
cc this road, for between them they muſt 
_ 46 paſſe, who if upon ſummons hayle not, 
«they, preſently finke, for by reaſon of their 
4 low fituation, they take them between 
ec wind and water and beſpoile them. From 
65 Portland Caſtle you have but one eafie 
| ec paſſage 
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paſſage. to the topp of the iſland amongſt 
rocks, with which it is wholly invironed, 
66 


and all places inacceſſable but this onely, 
and itt is ſoe ill, that you can with noe 
great ſafety ride either br or downe. 

e whole iſland 
lying very flatt, in compaſs about ſeven 


miles; the ground very good for corne, 


and indifferent paſture; but ſoe deſtitute 
for wood and fewill, that the inhabitants 
are glad to burne their cow dung, bei 

firſt dryed againſt ſtone walls, with which 
their grounds are alltogether incloſed. 


„ On the South point ſtands the onely 


church, ſoe near the ſea, that for ſafety 
of itt, they have been forced to wall the 
church yard bankes, almoſt of an incre- 
dible height, ſoe that itt even; affrights 
one to looke downe into the fea. From 
thence you may ſee the Race of Portland, 
as itt is called, which is the meeting of 
the two tydes with ſoe great ſtriving and 
beating of the waves, that it is moſt dan- 
gerous for any barke to paſs over itt, 
though in the calmeſt ſeaſon. Neare the 
church, but at leaſt fifty ſteps of ſtone 
above itt, ſtand. the walls of the old 
caſtle, for ſeite before the invention of 
ordnance, in man's judgement impregna- 
ble, yet was it both forced and won by 
Robert Earle of Glouceſter, bare brother 
to Maude the Emprefle, and in her be- 
| 9 « halfe, 


26 WEYMOUTH GUIDE. 


« halfe, what tyme ſhe waged warr with 
« King Stephen for her right. Att this 

4c place, in the year 1588, the Spanyards, 
« with their ſuppoſed invincible army, 
te ſtrived to land, but being prevented by 
« the Ingliſh, between them there begann, 
« in the fight of all the coaſt, ſuch a fight, 
« that they were forced to acknowledge 
« their army vincible, and to ſhift for them- 
& ſelves, though many hundreds of them 
« came ſhort home, and two of their great 
* ſhipps with a Don brought into Wey- 
« mouth. To conclude, Portland is not 
& deſtitute of freſh water; hath plenty of 
4c corne, ſheep, and cattle £ allſo ſuch ex- 
& cellent quarries of ſtone, that for the ſo- 
16 lidneſs and durableneſs it is tranſported 
% unto London, and that in great plenty, 
& fithence it pleaſed the King, anno 1610, 
& by the advice of his architect, to make 
choice of Portland ſtone, for the re-edy- 
4e fying of his banqueting houſe att White- 
© hall. The inhabitants were in their fore- 
going ages much noted for their dexte- 
«« ritye in ſlinging, Their hold (as they call 
hit) is gavelkind, a tenure ſeldom found in 
* theſe weſtern parts; the cuſtoms and im- 
1 munities of it, if you defire to know, I 
* referr you to William Lambert. But 
« now, I thinke, its tyme to take boate and 
* paſſe to the other ſhoar, which lyeth 


ge Fe ſtraight Eaſt, until it comes to the iſſe of 
« Parbeeke, 


\ 
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1 Parbeeke, and in the way biddeth fare- 
« well to theſe places.” 

In Edward the Third's reign, about 1350, 
Melcombe flouriſhed greatly; and it was 
in Parliament, that a ſtaple ſhould 
be kept in Melcombe, when it was by Act 
of Parliament appointed a ſtaple town. 

Leland ſays, Here (at Uphill) I came 
« into the way that ledith from Dorcheſter 
* to Weymouth, three good miles diſtance 
6 from this place, by al the which way I 
„rode as yn a baſe level ground. Dor- 
* cheſter is eight miles from Weymouth. 
« There is a townlet on the hither fide of 
© the Haven of Weymouth, caullid Mil- 
i toun, being privileged and having a Mair: 
* this town, as is evidently ſeene, hath been 
“far bigger than it is now. The cauſe of 
this is layid onto the Frenchmen, that yn 
„times of war rafid this town for lak of 
& defence. For ſo many houſes as be yn 
the towne they be welle and ſtrongly 
< builded of ſtone. Ther is a chapelle of 
<« eaſe in Milton. The paroch chirch is a 
« mile of, a manifeſt token that Milton is 
© no very old town. Ther was a fair houſe 
4 of Freres in the Eft part of the tone, 
« and the chief Houſe of the Rogers in 
« Dorſfetſhire was Founder and Patron of it, 
« Milton ſtondith as a peninſula, by reaſon 
© of the water of the Haven, that a little 
* above the towne ſpreddith abrode, and 

«© makith 
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“ makith a'bay; and by the bay of the 
cc mayne fea, that gulfith in on the other 
CC fide. 3» a 

13 Eliz. 1 571. The Mayor, Bailiffs, Bur- 
geſſes, and Commonalties of both towns, 
repreſented, that for thirty-five years then 
laſt paſt, great controverſies had ariſen be- 
tween the inhabitants 'of both Boroughs, 
concerning the right to the profits of the 
Haven running between both, and ſeveral 
privileges in the ſame; the hearing of which 
has cauſed much trouble to the Queen and 
her progenitors and Privy Council, and great 
decay and impoveriſhment to the towns. 
The Lords of the Council having required 
them, becauſe it was hard to be underſtood 
in whom the right was, to agree that the ſaid 
Boroughs might be made one Corporation. 
To prevent further diſputes, it was reſolved, 
that the towns, by Act of Parliament, be 
united into one Borough, and incorporated 
by the only name of the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Bailiffs, Burgeſſes, and Commonalty of Wey; 
mouth and Melcombe Regis, and to be re- 
puted only one borough and town; that the 
Mayor, &c, be capable of purchaſing lands, 
&c. have a ſeal of office, and a common ſeal; 
ele& a Recorder; that the Mayor, Bailiffs, 
and Recorder ſhall be Juſtices "of Peace in 
the ſaid towns; that the Mayor ſhall be 
chief officer of the ſaid towns; Bernar Mator, 


one of wy _—_— , 10 be firſt Mayor; 
Thomas 
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Thomas Samways and Hugh Randall, the 
firſt Bailiffs; fix Burgeſſes ſhall be choſen 
Aldermen from time to-time, by the Mayor, 
| &c, or major part, and be affiſtants to the 
Mayor ; that the Mayor, when out of Office, 
ſhall be an Alderman for life; that twenty- 
four Burgefles be choſen by the Mayor, &c. 
which ſhall be a Common Council to aſſiſt 
the Mayor; the Mayor, &c. to have power 
to make bye laws, and the town to enjoy all 
Leets, Law Days, Liberties, Fairs, Markets, 
Lands, &c. which the ſaid ſeveral towns had 
before they were united together, as in right 
of their ſeveral Corporations they uſed, by 
reaſon of any charter granted to them, or 
any Lords of the ſaid towns, or Burgeſſes 
thereof; the Mayor, &c. to levy and enjoy 
to the uſe of the town all the petty cuſtoms, 
profits, &c. as the ſaid towns, or either of 
them, before their Incorporation, or any 
Lord of them lawfully enjoyed. 

Queen Elizabeth alſo, by letters patent, 
in 1598, reciting the preamble and the three 
laſt clauſes of the former act, ſnews that the 
inhabitants of Weymouth had long before 
the making of that act, and the Mayor, &c. 
have ſince enjoyed to their proper uſe ſeveral 
rents of aſſize, amounting to 141. 7s. 5d. 
iſſuing out of lands, &c. in both towns, and 
a new rent of 108. iſſuing out of a meſſuage 
therein, due to the Crown, and the profits 
of the water and port 408. per annum, 


pay ing 
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paying yearly 161. 88. 3d. to which rents it 
does not appear they had any title, but are 
ſaved by the ſaid act, and might So ſeized 
into the King's hands. Her Mazelty, becauſe 
theſe united towns were a port and frontier 
town, and for the better maintenance of the 
bridge, late, at the eoſt of the inhabitants. 
new : erected, granted them the premifles, 
and all the water running there, and the 
ground uſually covered with the ſame, and 
the fiſheries and profits thereof; and all 
Court Leets, Houſes, Lands, &c. which-they 
had to their proper uſe, &c. And that the: 
Mayor, &c. enjoy within the town and limics 
of it, and the water and port, the ſame Court 
Leets, Fairs, Markets, Cuſtoms, &c. which 
the late ſeveral towns before united, in right 
of their ſeveral Corporations, or Lords: of 
thoſe towns) have lawfully uſed, by reafon of 
any grant, &c. preſcription,. or cuſtom, 
King James I. by charter in 1616, recites, 
that whereas our bor he or towns of Wey- 
mouth and Melcombe Regis, in our county 
of Dorſet, being great and: famous ports, 
and boroughs or towns, ancient, populous, 
and of great ſtrength and force ta withſtand: 
the enemies as well of us, as of our king- 
dom, and to defend the country: there ad- 
joining; and alſo occupying and exerciſing” 
merchandizing, and having m buſineſs. 
in and upon the ſeas, by reaſom of which: 
Ports a great number of marinerꝭ and others, 
; \ inſtructed 
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inſtructed and exerciſed in the art of naviga- 
tion, are there continually employed, nou- 
riſhed, and brought up, who are daily made 
and are able and Gf for all works and ſervice 
for ſhips and the ſeas, and otherwiſe for the 
—— of our realm, and alſo of great 
cuſtoms, duties, and ſums of money, from 
thence unto us continually do alſo grow and 
ariſe, xe. &c. And that Queen Elizabeth 
having united theſe towns; and the Mayor, 
& c. being at great expence in fortifying and 
defending theſe towns, and maintaining a 
bridge lately built at the coſt, of the inhabi- 
rants ; and defects and ambiguities having 
been found in the Act of Parliament, con- 
ſtitutes the ſaid boroughs to be a free borough 
and town, one body corporate and politick, 
by the name of the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, 
Zurgeſſes, pe Be ments by of the borough. 
and town of Weymouth and Melcombe 
Regis, and; to be capable to, purchaſe, and 
poſſeſs lands, &c. in fee, &c. to plead: and be 
impleaded in any court; to have a common 
ſeal, and alter it; the Mayor, &c.. to make 
laws, and impoſe penalties and fines, on offen- 
ders, to the uſe of the Mayor, &c. names 
the firſt Mayor, firſt Recorder, firſt Bailiffs, 
and nineteen — the firſt Aldermen. . 
14. Car. I. a Quo Warranto was brought 
againſt the town, Sir John Banks being At- 
torney General, when the Charters: and Act 
of Union were pleaded; and all ancient 
A1 rights, 
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— cuſtoms, &c. were confirmed; of all 
which an exemplification under the ſeal of 
the Exchequer, 12 Feb. 14 Car. I. is nne 
the town records. 

A queſtion arifing about the legekty of the 
election of a Mayor in 1740, occaſioned the 
Charter of King James the Firſt to be can- 

vaſſed in the law courts. A Qao Warranto - 
had been brought againſt John Tucker, the 
Mayor, and iffue being joined upon eight 
facts, they were all determined in his favour 
by a ſpecial jury, at the aſſizes at Dorcheſter; 
but Mr. Tucker alledging a bye law of the 
Corporation, whereby they had 'a power to' 
ele&t an Alderman Mayor, the Court of 
King's Bench — againſt him, that 
though a Mayor on quitting his office be- 
came an Alderman, they were not at liberty 
to chooſe an Alderman Mayor; the Charter 
requiring, that the Mayor ſhould be choſen 
out of the Burgeſſes. This determination 
was confirmed by the Houſe of Lords *; 
and in 1747 an Explanatory Charter paſſed 
the Seals, of which the following is an 


exact copy : 


. 
the Gentleman's Ma 1744 vol. xiv. p. 127, 176; 
ne Cn et es Het 
enquire into the of Sir Robert W » 1745, 
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WEYMOUTH EXPLANATORY CHARTER.” 


EORGE the Second by the Grace of God and ſo 
forth. To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, 
greeting: WHEREAS. our truſty and well-beloved- the 
vor, Aldermen, Bayliffs, Burgeſſes, and Commonalty 
of our Borough and Town of Weymouth and Melcombe 
Regis, in the County of Dorſet, have by their Petition 
hambly repreſented unto Us, (amongſt other things therein 
contained) That the ſaid Borough and Town was incor- 
rated by a Charter granted by our Royal Predeceſſor 
ing James the Firſt, bearing date the Firſt Day of ] 10 
in the Fourteenth Vear of his Reign, by the name of 

Mayor, Aldermen, Bayliffs, Bur , and Commonalty 
of the Borough and Town of Weymouth and Melcombe 
Regis, in the County of Dorſet, which Charter was ac- 
ted and has been acted under ever ſince; that his ſaid 
Ma King James the Firſt, by his ſaid Charter was 
pleaſed. to ordain and direct, that from thenceforth for 
ever there ſhould be within the ſaid Borough and To-wWa 
one of the Burgeſſes or inhabitants of the ſaid town who 
ſhould be and be called Mayor, and alſo divers men of 
the ſaid Borough and Town who ſhould be and be called 
Aldermen of the ſaid Borough and Town, and alſo two 
other men of the ſaid Borough and Town who ſhould be 
and be called Bayliffs of the faid Borough and town, and 
-alſo four-and-twenty other men who ſhould- be and be 
called capital and principal Burgeſſes of the ſaid Borough 

and Town; and did alſo thereby conſtitute and appoint 
the firſt Mayor, eleven Aldermen, two Bayliffs, and four- 
and-twenty principal Burgeſſes by name who ſhould be 
the firſt in the ſaid reſpective offices under the ſaid Charter; 
and for their ſucceſſion and filling up vacancies: therein 
reſpectively as they ſhould happen, his ſaid Majeſty was 

3 to ordain and direct by the ſame Charter, that the 

- Mayor and Aldermen of the ſaid Borough and Town for 

the time being, or the major part of — as time to 
time at all times thereafter might and ſhould have the ſole 

and full power and 2 electing and naming, _ 


+} 
l 
} 
| 
| 
i 
| 


or 


chat they might and ſhould elect and name year 
8 een nd 
| Ip or within any other convenient place within 
ſaid Borough and 2 bein met together and aſſembled 
on de Veali or day een the Apo, „ 
the Burgeſſes or 22 of the ſaid Bo 
body — — the 
* „Alddermen rgeſſes and other 
— — evacAger A wy GE Bonde h and Town 
for Re being (bein dee ther on the fun day met 
together and afſembled 1 
have full and authority by the majority of the votes 
of chem being ſo met together — preſer one to 
1 and Town; and that his 
faid Majeſty — — DE winks DB. That 
the Mayor, x hr yliffs, | Burgeſſos 
. for the time: 
major part of them from time to time and at *all times 
theteafter might and mayor — and ne ene. 
of electing and —_ might and ſhould 
elect and name, bein g met er and bled in the 
Guildhalt of the Borough and Town aforeſaid, upon the 
faid Feaſt or of St. Matthew the Apoſtle every year 
for ever, two of the Burgeſſes or inhabitants of the ſaid 
Borough and Town to be Baikffs of the ſaid Borough and 
Town; and further, that if it ſhould that the 


. of the ſaid Borough and Town for the time 


any one or more of them, ſhould die an 32 
for 247 fotos die, or be removed from their or 

(which ſaid Alderman or any or either of them for 
miſbehaviour, or any other reaſonable cauſe, his ſaid late 
Majeſty willed ſhould be amoveable by the Mayor and 
the reſt of the Aldermen, Baykiffs, and principal Burgeſſes 
of the ſaid Borough and Town for the time being, or the 
major part of them); and at the time of the death, amotion, 
of ſuch Alderman or Aldermen, there ſhould 
not ä ſurviving and remaining, that then 
and ſo often it ſhould and might be lawful for the Mayor 
"and the ſurviving and remaining Aldermen, and alſo Gor: 
"the Bayliffs and principal Burgeſſes of the ſaid Borough 
and. Town for the — * 


chem, 
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| them; being met in the Guildhall of the ſaid 
town for that , to clect and perfer fo mony' my 
fhould be wanting of the ſaid number eight t Aldermen 
out of the Burgeſſes or inhabitants of the 4 Pprapgh 
and town, to be an Alderman or Aldermen of the ſaid Bo- 
rough and town ; and the Petitioners further humbly 
— rg ended that by th aid Ca 2 
© capital or princi $ 
faid Borough (if inhabitants) were capa 3 
nated and elected Mayor or Bayliffs of the ſame as well as 


—— or Burgeſs thereof, but that they _ 
— their predeceſſors have been under a mitte 


fion with | reſpe& to their conſtryRion and 
1 the ſaid Charter of King James in relation to che 
„„ vor and alſo Bay liffs of 


the ſaid Borough, it having 1 
* of King's Bench, and affirmed in 

in an information-in the natur of a Quo War- 
ranto Richard Tucker, Eſq; to ſhew by what au- 


thority he claimed to be Ma Bow Hap — gh and 
Town of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, that an Alder» 
man of the ſaid Borough and Town, although an inha+ 
bitant or Burgeſs, is not capable of being nominated or 
elected a Mayor of the ſaid Borough and Town, and 
therefore j t of Ouſter was given againſt the ſaid 
Richard To er, by reaſon that — was an Alderman at 
the time he was nominated and elected Mayor; and the 
Petitioners further humbly repreſent unto Us, that by the 
conſtruction put upon the words of the ſaid Charter by the 
ſaid Fay — — relation to the incapacity of an Alder- 
— 8 bei ns x and of being elected 
of the kai h and Town, — will, as 
— . .— om a parity of reaſon and con- 
ſtruction, extend in like manner to the election of Bayliffs, 
and doth — an Alderman or ipal Burgeſs of the 
ſaid Borough and Town, although an inhabitant or Bur- 
; alſo nc ble of being a Bayliff of the ſaid 
and Te own ; and the ſame conſtruction doth alſo 
principal Burgh Burgeſs of the ſaid Borough and Town, 
Cr an inhabitant or Burgeſs, incapable of being no- 
fe Alderman, ens” 
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of the Bayliffs of the ſaid Borough and Town; and that 
this conſtruction of the faid Charter * — greatly 
inconvenient to the Petitioners and to the ſaid Borough and 
Town in ſeverat inſtances, and for ſeveral reaſons the Pe- 
' titioners therefore having moſt humbly prayed,” that we 
would be graciouſly pleaſed in conſideration of the pre- 
miſſes to extend our Royal favour to the ſaid Town and 
Borough, and to grant unto the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen, 
Bayliffs, Burgeſſes, and Commonalty thereof, a new Grant 
or Charter, to explain their faid Charter or Letters Patent 
fo granted to them by our late Royal Predeceſſor Kin 
James the Firſt, whereby the Aldermen of our ſaid Borou 
and Fown, being inhabitants e meer thereof, may 
be rendered capable of being nomi and elected to the 
offices of Mayor and Bayliffs of the faid Borough and 
Town, and the principal Burgeſſes of the faid Borou 
and Town, being inhabitants and Burgeſſes thereof, 
rendered capable of being nominated and elected to the 
ſeveral offices of Mayor, Aldermen, and Bayſiffs of the 
aid Borough and Town, and alſo to confirm the ſaid 
Charter or Letters Patent ſo as aforeſaid granted by our 
faid Royal Predeceſſor King James the Firſt in all other 
reſpects as we ſhould think fit. We taking the iſſes 
into our Royal conſideration and for remedy of the incon- 
venience complained of in the ſaid Petition, and of the 
defect in the faid recited Letters Patent, and for the 
nation of the ſame, are graciouffy pleaſed to condeſcend to 
their requeſt: op | 
KNOW YE therefore, That We of our eſpecial grace, 
certain knowledge, and meer motion, have 
ordained, and appointed, and by theſe preſents for us, our 
heirs, and ſucceflors, do will, yo, ordain, and appoint, 
that the Aldermen for the time being, of -our Borough and 
Town of Weymouth and Mekombe Regis, in the County 
of Dorſet, al and may be capable ſor ever hereafter. of 
being, and ſhall and may be nominated for and elected to 
and hold the reſpective offices of Mayor and Bayliffs of 
the ſaid Borough and Town both at the annual elections 
and on every vacancy that ſhall happen by death, amotion, 
or other determination of ſuch offices in the manner 3 
of 


ſcribed by the ſaid recited Letters Patent for the 
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of a Mayor and Bayliffs of the ſaid Borough and Town; 
and that the capital and principal Burgeſſes of the ſaid 
Borough and Town ſhall and may be capable of bein 
and ſhall and may be nominated for and elected to and hold 
the ſeveral and "reſpeAive offices of Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Bayliffs of the ſaid Borough and Town; and our 
Yurther will and pleaſure ts, and we do by theſe preſents 
for us, our heirs, and ſucceflors, grant and ordain, that 
the Mayor, Ame, Bayliffs, Borgeſſes and Comma- 
nalty of the Borough and Town of Weymouth and Met- 
combe Regis, in the ſaid County of ee and their ſuc- 
Veſſors, ſhall, and may have, hold, uſe, and enjoy for 
ever hereafter all liberties, authorities, 3 uriſdiQtions, fran- 
chiſes, and privileges granted by the recited Letters 
Patent of King James the Firſt, — altered in and by theſe 
reſents; and laſtly, We do by theſe preſents for us, our 
eirs; and "foccefſors, grant unto the ſaid Borough and 
"Town and their ſucteſſors, that theſe our Letters Patent, 
or the inrollment, or exemplification thereof, ſhall be in 
and by all things good, firm, valid, ſufficient, and effec- 
tual in 4 law, according to the true intent and meaning 
thereof, notwithſtanding the not truly, or not fully re- 
-citing the ſaid Letters Patent, or the date thereof, or any 
other omiſſion, imperfeQtion, defeR, matter, cauſe, or 
thing whatſoever to the contrary thereof in any wiſe not- 
with Minding In witneſs, &c. the nineteenth day of 
Auguſt, one — ſeven hundred and forty-ſeven. 


ny Writ of Privy Seal. 


This i is a true copy from the ori Record re- 
maining * Chapel of 66 Roll 29 70 


heen examined. Signed 
JOHN KIPLING, 
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' THE following extract from the mietndits 
of Dodington (Lord Melcombe) lately pub» 
lifhed, will afford entertainment to the curious, 
and will ferve to explain the motives which 
induced him to endeavour to obtain the pre- 
eeding Explanatory Charter. Dodington's 
Memoirs, p. 84. Nov. 18, 1750. . 


_ « Mr. Tucker and I went to Mr. Scrope's, 
de to defire him to acquaint Mr. Pelham, 
< that, as we ſuppoſed, when he engaged 
x for the Charter at Weymouth, he under- 
* ſtood rhat he was to have two friends 
4 there during this Parliament, though no 
* ſuch conditions were actually expreſſed, 
** yet if Mr. Plummer thould die (who was 
ce that day cut for the ſtone) we were too 
« nice upon points of honor to take the ad- 
vantage of what might be implied, though 
e not ſpecifyed, and therefore we would 
« 'chufe any unexceptionable gentleman he 
'« ſhould name; but we would not chuſe 
% any other, or one, who, by his relations 
te or ſituation, might ſeem to be put there 
c with a view to make a ſeparate intereſt, 
** And we ſhould conſider the infiſting upon 
© ſuch a one as a premeditated defign to 
e make war, which, when we were in the 
right, we were ready to begin as ſoon as 
6 he pleaſed, ” 
« Dec. 11. Mr. Tucker and I met Mr 
Pelham at Mr. Scrope's by appointment; 
2 „% 'we 


* 
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ce we ſettled the Weymouth re- election, ac- 
% cording to the agreement. made, on ob- 
ce taining the new Charter, and he recom- 
* mended Lord George Cavendiſh.” 


[See alſo in the ſame Memoirs, pages 141 
10 142; and pages 27 35 274, er 2945 395» 
315, and 415. 

The number of e is not to bo Jef 
than eight. The Mayor and other Members 
of the Corporation are chaſen pramiſeuouſly 
out of both towns. - - 
The 34th of Eliz. 1 oy Robert Cook, 
Clarencieux, granted the: following arms to 
the united Boroughs at the requeſt ef the 
Mayor and Aldermen, agreeable to the arms 
and ſeals heretofore uſed by the ſeveral towns 
before they were united, beyond the memory 
of man. Az. a ſhip with three tops, tackled 
and rigged O. upon the waves of the ſea 
proper; upon the firſt and laſt maſt two 
ſquare banners, on the firſt per pale G. and 
vert, two lions paſſant guardant in pale O. 
on the ſecond quarterly A. and G. in the firſt 
a lion rampant purple, in the ſecond a caſtle 
0 upon the hull of the ſaid ſhip an eſcutcheon 
feſs O. and G. in the firſt x three chevrons 
| of the ſecond, on the ſecond three lions paſ- 
ſant guardant of the firſt ; and for their com- 
mon ſeal Az. a bridge, double embattled A. 
with three arches ſtanding in the ſea proper; 


in chief an eſcutcheon per feſs O. and G. in 
| C 4 the 


. 
8 a = 
—— — . —U—E— bf — — — 
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the firſt three chevrons G. in chief; on the 
_ in baſe, three ons paſſant guardant 


in pale G. 
Captain Richard Clark, a famous ſeaman 


and pilot, was born here. He accompanied 


Sir Humphrey Gilbert in his voyage for the 
diſcovery of Norembeguain in 1583, and was 
ſhipwrecked, but with fourteen more was 

wonderfully ſaved. | 
In Sept. 1673, 13th Car. II. a fire hap- 
pened at Weymouth, which did confiderable 
damage; at which his Majeſty Charles II. 


was preſent, and a brief ba for collecting 


three thouſand pounds. 
Sir James Thornhill, Knight, was born 


here 1675; he was knighted and made 
Hiſtory Painter to the King in 1720, and 


died in 1734- In Melcombe church is a 
large and noble altar piece, repreſenting the 


laſt Supper, executed and given by Sir 
James, for the which he had been offered 
ſeven hundred pounds, 


Weymouth gave title to Thomas Thyupe 
of Long:leat, in the County of Wilts, ſon of 


Sir Frederick Thynne. He was created Baron 
Warminſter and Viſcount Weymouth the 11th 


of December 1682 ; which is now enjoyed | 


by Thomas Viſcount Weymouth. 


Here was formerly a chapel - of eaſe (a 
conveniency at preſent much wanted) to the 
mother church of Wike Regis, above a 


mile diſtant, Jt ſtood South of the town on 


a hill 
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4 hill, oyerlooking the town and haven: the 
aſcent to it was by ſeventy ſtone ſteps. This 
fituation occaſioned the rebels, in the late 
civil wars, to convert it into a fort, for re- 
ducing Melcombe; after which they demo- 
liſhed it, and ſold the materials. It was 
dedicated to St. Nicholas, the common tu- 
telar ſaint of maritime churches: there are 
now no remains of it but the ſcite, which 
is ſtill called Chapel Hayes, and the bounds 

marked out by four ſtones. 412 
The return to the Commiſſion, in 1650, 
was, That Weymouth is in the pariſh of 
Wike Regis, and diſtant a mile from it: 
that nothing ariſeth thence to the incumbent 
-of Wike but the annual tithes of ſome gar- 
dens, amounting. to 40s. The rectory of 
Wike lately belonged to Dr. Hinchman, and 
is worth 1501. per annum; but now to Mr. 
Edward Buckler, by order of the committee, 
That the inhabitants of Weymouth come to 
Melcombe church; and Weymouth being a 
garriſon and port town, it is not ſafe for the 
people to go ſo far out of the town to church: 
That in Weymouth is a chapel of eaſe, which 
was wont to be ſupplied by the miniſter of 
Wike at pleaſure; but in the ſiege a great 
part of it was beaten down, and the repairs 
of it will coſt a great many hundred pounds: 
It is now uſed altogether as a fort and guard, 
there being works, a line, and platform about 
it. The inhabitants of Weymouth petition 
the 
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the Parliament that it may be made their 
pariſh church, and that Government would 
allow a competent maintenance for a minif- 
ter; the chapel being fit to be taken from 
'Wike, and made the pariſh church of Wey- 
mouth, in cafe” the State will rebuild the 
chapel, or erect ſome chureh there, and 
allow a competent maintenance for a miniſter 
in Weymouth : or, that Weymouth and 
Melcombe may be united, and the church 
of Melcome eplarged, which will coft ſome 
hundred pounds. The church-yard in Mel- 
combe being very {mall for a burial place, 
the ground and buildings called the Friery 
lying ruined, ' and near adjoining to the 
church, may be made a burial place for 
both towns, in caſe the Lord Arundel, and 
Richard Uſedale, Eſq. who lay claim to it, 
will conſent. | Pn PNG TOE FREY Tf 
This priory ſtood a little Eaſt of the 
church in Maiden Street: it was a houſe of 
Dominican Friers, dedicated to St. Winifrid, 
ſays Mr. Willis; to St. Dominick, accordi 
to Speed. Leland ſays it was a fair houſe of | 
Freres, founded by the chief houſe of the 
Rogers's, in this county, The whole makes 
a ſquare of about an Acre, and has lately un- 
dergone much alteration, | and been parceled 
out into many tenements. In the garden are 
ſome remains of old buildings; on the South 
fide is the chapel belonging to the priory, 
now converted into a malthouſe; m—_ 75 | 
Ve 
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Weſt door are three blank eſcutcheons, ſup- 
ported by a lion and wyvern, and on it for 
a creſt a lion paſſant guardant. On the 
North ſide many bones and ſculls were dug 
up in 1682, and ſince that time, ſo that pro- 
bably this was the burial place. In the 15th 
century, Owen Watſon, Rector of Portland, 
willed his „eto be buried at the Friers 
Preachers here, where he had built a tomb.” 

By a certificate of the commiſſary of the 
Biſhop of Sarum, concerning the Friers at 
Mae he cenſures an apt raiſed in this 
town, and orders an enquiry into the names 
of the perſons who celebrated at it, and of 
thoſe: who favoured them. He afterwards 
iſſued a mandate to Edward Poliny, John 
Lok, and John Lowyn, Dominican Friars, 
who had erected and celebrated on an altar 
there, declared them contumacious, and 
prohibited their proceedings: this was in 
4426.— Afterwards | | | | 

John Rogers, and Hugh Deverel, Eſqrs. 
petitioned the Biſhop of Sarum, That moved 
by the deſolation of this vill, they had begun 
a houſe for the habitation of the Friars 
Preachers, and certify, / 

Firſt. The intention of this work. 6 
0 Secondly.— The fitneſs of the place to be 
dedicated for a churc. 

Thirdly, Its endowment. 
Fourthly,— The apoſtolic _ a licence 
for 3 the foundation | 
: Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, — They enquire whether ſuch 
houſe 'may be built without diminution of 


the Biſhop's juriſdiction, and the right of 


the parochial church. They ſet forth, that 
there was no place dedicated to God in 


Melcombe : that the parochial church of 
| Radipole was a long mile and a half from 


this vill, and was inconvenient for the bur- 
geſſes to go to, &c. &c. 22271 
Neville was Biſhop of Sarum from 1427 


to 1438; and Biſhop Tanner refers to patents 


in 1430 and 1446 concerning this houſe. 
Near the Priory is an old building, which 


tradition ſays was a Nunnery; but there are 


no records concerning it that have come to 

the knowledge of any hiſtorian. B 445 
The Maxok of MELcomse is mentioned in 

two records, of which Mr. Hutchings, in his 


- hiſtory of Dorſet, ſuſpects the correctneſs, and 


which give the higheſt antiquity to this place. 
Henry the Firſt, (about 1110) grants to 


the Prior and Monks of St. Swithin's, Win- 
ton, peaceably to hold the port of Melcombe, 
with all liberties, wrecks, and free cuſtoms, 
by land and ſea, as they had holden them, 


fans date. Henry the Second, (about 1160) 
grants to the ſame the land of Melcombe, 


belonging to Wick, which King Edward gave 


them, with the aforeſaid liberties, ſans date. 
In Edward the Firſt's time, (1280) it be+ 


longed to the Abbey of Cerne, but when, or 
by whom given, is not known, Ws! 


The 
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The 8th of Edward I. (about 1280) the 
Abbot certified his claim of a Tueſday Mar- 
ket, and a Fair on the eve and day "af the 
Tranſlation of St. Thomas the Martyr, by 
Charter of Henry III. and wreck of the ſea 
in. his Manor of Melcombe ; and that he 
claimed one penny from the men that inha- - 
bited the tithing, beyond the memory of man. 

The Boxoven of MtLcomss firſt obtained 
that privilege about the 8th of Edward the 
Firſt, 1280, when that King, by Charter, 
granted to the Burgeſſes of Melcombe ſeveral 
liberties claimed by the city of London, viz. 
That they ſhould not be impleaded without 
the Borough; and granted them permiſſion 
to have a Market every Monday, and a Fair 
every Year, to begin on St. Botalph, the 
Abbots Even, (the 17th of June) and ſo to 
continue five days, free come and free abide for 
all manner of men. | 
In the reign of Edward III. (1 330) this 
Borough flouriſhed. greatly ; but in the next 
reign it was much impoveriſhed and deſolat- 
ed, being burnt by the French; on which 
the inhabitants prayed for a diſcharge of their 
cuſtoms, which was granted and confirmed 
the 1ſt of Henry IV. 

King Edward IV, (in 1463) having in- 
ſpected the Charters of Edward I. II. and 
III. gave them another, by which he grants 
them all manner of uſages and cuſtoms 
granted unto the e citizens of London; with 

power 
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er to make a coroner, an —— and 
other officers, &c. &c. 2 23! A 
Tt muſt not be omitted, that in 1455, the 
32d of Henry VI. James Butler, Earl of 
Wilts, had lieenſe to go to St. James's, in, 
in, with thirty perſons in his retinue, in 
' a ſhip called the St. James of Weymouth, 
not carrying gold or filver beyond his necef- 
fary charges. And in Rymer's Fœdera, tom. 
IX, X, and XI, are inſtances of licenſes: 
in the times of Henry V. and VI. to 
maſters of veſſels here, to carry over ſtrangers, 
being the King's ſubjects, ſometimes to the 
number of an — and twenty, going 
on pilgrimages thither; and ſometimes they 
were not allowed to carry gold or filyer 
— or in the ore. 
Meleombe gave the title of Baron to the 
Honourable George Bubb Doddington, Eſq. 
of Eaſtbury, ſeveral times one of the Repre- 
fentatives for this borough. He was created 
Baron Melcombe the 1ſt of George III. 1961, 
but dying without iſſue in 1762, the gue | 
became extin&, 

The arms of Melcombe, before the union 
of the two boroughs, were part of the arms 
of the Kings of England, its ancient. Lords, 
viz. O. three lions paſſant guardant Az. / 

"Weymouth has ſent Members to Parlia- 
ment ever ſince the 12th of Edward II, and 
Melcombe ever ſince the 8th of the ame 


—_ and- now, as one Borough, enjoys 3 
Privilege 
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allowed to no other place in the 
— except London, that of ſending four 
Members to Parliament. The Repreſenta- 
tives are elected hy F recholders in — 
or Melcombe, whether inhabitants or other - 
wiſe. Every Elector has the privilege as in 
London of polling for four Candidates, who, 
when choſen, are —— in two indentures; 
the firſt under the title of Burgeſſes of Wey- 
mouth; and the two others under that of 
Melcombe, which is the place of Landen. 
The Mayor is the returning officer. 

In — 11th year of his preſent Majeſty an 
act was obtained for making a turnpike road 
from Dorchefter through Weymouth (over 
the old bridge) to Portland Sands, Chickerell, 
Ofmington, — Winterbourne, thro? Upwayz 
and in 1782 another act paſted for taking in 
the road from Oſmington to Warmwell, — | 
renewing the former act. 

In the year 1776 an act was likewiſe, ob» 
tained for lighting, watching, and paving the 
ftreets;'.foot-paths, and other places within 
the Borough and Town of Weymouth and 
Mielcombe Regis; and for removing en- 
croachments and ſtraw thatch from Build» 
ings of every denomination. 

Weymouth Caſtle, called alſo Sandes Foot, 
or Sandes Fort, ftands a miles S. W. of the 
town, on a high cliff, almoſt oppoſite Port- 
land Caſtle, and commands the ay. It was 
* King Henry VIII. Leland calls it 

/ 
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«a right goodly and warlyke caſtle, having 


c 


cc one open barbicane.” Its form is a paral- 

lelogram, or long ſquare, and was faced with 
ſquare ſtone, now all carried away. At the 
north end was a town, on which were the 
arms of England, ſupported by a wyvern 


and unicorn : the north part ſeems to have 
been the Governor's apartment, which 1s-all 
vaulted ; the ſouth front is ſemicircular, and 
faid to have been the gun room : before it, 
on the ſouth, was formerly a platform for 
cannon. -'On the eaſt is the remains of a 
ſmall gate, and a deep trench ſurrounds the 
whole, except on the ſouth : the walls were 
thick and lofty when entire ; and though it 
was not large, muſt have been a beautiful 
ſtructure. It ſeems to have been neglected 
fince the Reſtoration.—— In 1631, George 
' Bamfield had a grant of the office cf Cuſtos 
[i. e. Guardian] of Sandsfoot Caſtle, during 
gre : and in 1640, Nathaniel Speccot, 
Knight, was made Cuſtos for life. After the 
reſtoration, Humphrey Weld, of Lulworth 
- Caſtle, was Governor for many years. 

Here were ſeveral forts in and about the 
town and harbour, to defend them againſt 
foreign enemies; and ſeveral were raiſed 
during the civil wars. | 
The Chapel, as we have before obſerved, 
was converted into a fort. New Fort, or 
Jetty Fort, at the entrance of the harbour, 
at the end of the old pier, at the foot af the 
hill, was taken down in 1661: ſouth of this, 

: on 
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on the top of the hill, (now known by the 
name of the Noſe, ) at the Eaſtern point of 
it, was another called North Fort, where are 
ſtill three guns mounted: Dock Fort under 
the hill, is Weſt of the two Jettys, near the 
bar. T here was a fifth fort at the look-out, 
on the hill South of the town, where are 2h 
two guns. 

Towards the Weſt end of Waxman is 
the Town-Hall, where the Repreſentatives of 
this town are carried, after having been 
elected at Melcombe.  _ 

The communication between both towns 
was anciently by a ferry-boat, and a rope 
reaching acroſs the haven; but a wooden 
bridge of ſeventeen arches was built in 1597. 

The principal benefactors towards building 
it were certain citizens of London: having 
been much damaged in the civil wars, it 
ſeems to have been re-built ; this alſo going 
to decay, was again re- built at the charge of 
a Repreſentatives 1 in 1712, and once more 

741: it was fixty yards long; in the 
— dle is a draw- bridge for veſſels to paſs 
into the weſtern part of the harbour. This 
bridge was alſo re-built in 1770, ſeventy 
yards weſt of the former, to the great incon- 
venience of the inhabitants of Weymouth, 
and directly contrary to their. wiſhes, a pe- 
tition having been preſented by the inhabi- 
tants, praying it might be continued in the 


old f ituation. 38 
| D This 
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This was formerly (as may very readily be 
traced from what has been ſaid) the moſt 
conſiderable ſea port in the county till the 
increaſe of Poole, and the late wars with 
France. The haven, which is both ſafe and 
eommodious, is formed by an arm of the 
fea, that runs betwixt both towns, and at 
the, Weſt end receives the ſmall river Way, 
and extends a mile Weſt of the [old] bridge. 
Here is a Cuſtom-houſe, with a Collector, 
Comptroller, and other inferior officers ; and 
in 1759 here were eighty veſſels belonging 
to this port. There is good anchoring in 
Weymouth Road: the ſhips lie cloſe to the 
Quays'on both fides of the town, where they 


* 
* 


are aground every tide. 1 : 
A South South Eaft wind, with a New 
Moon, or the Moon at Full, makes the 
higheſt tides here. AF 
In 1669, Sept. 19th, was a very high 
_ tide, a circumſtance ſomewhat extraordinary, 
the weather being calm, and the wind at 
North Eaft, which till then never con- 
tributed to encreaſe the tides: and Auguſt 
19th, 1763, the ſea roſe here ten feet perpen- 
dicular, and retired inſtantly ; as it did at 
Plymouth the ſame day. I 
The Iſland of Jerſey lies twenty-ſix leagues 
South of Portland: Guernſey is diſtant 
twenty leagues South and by Weſt; and 
Alderney is eighteen leagues diſtant South 
What 
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What the celebrated Dr. Arburtingt faid 
6f Dorthefter, when he, in his early days, 
came there,” with 4 view te ſettle, might 
more juſtly 'be applied to Weymouth; that 
4 Phyfician could neither live nor'die there, 
_ ſs pure; mild, and ſoft is the air of 
this place, at it ſtand juſtly recommendec᷑ 
as the Mountpetier RY England: nor can any 
ſtronger or better de adduced of the 
AO Saf, of the proof than that here both 
the large and mall lexved myrtles ſtand out 
all che winter without ſhelter, and againſt 
many 6f the houſes grow up to the chamber 
windows, arid blow twice in the year in a 
mot beautiful ſtyle; and all kinds of Gera- 
niums alfo flouriſh luxuriantly at this place, 
with very little care; and, what is ſomewhat 
remarkable, a leaf will vegetate. ee 
The Markets are very 3 improved of 
Hate years, and are weil ſupplieck with the 
choiceft' Fiſh from the Weſt dere day the 
the wind will permit, excluſive of what ate 
caught in the environs; and confiſt of Red 
Mullets, John Dories, Soals, Cod, Turbot, 
Pipers, Gurnets, Mackrel, Hertings, Lob- 
ſters, Crabs, and Prawns. © 
The operation of Hawling the Sine, 2 
moſt extenſive. fiſhing - net ſo called) is mich 
attended to by the company, and affords 4 | 
Variety of curiofities to ſtrangers; | 
Invalids find great refreſhment Fw wall: 


ing or riding upon the Beach; the Sex 
D x - mane” 


Breeze is ſoft and ſalubrious; the ſands 
exceedingly firm. and pleaſant under foot; 
and the Company are in no wiſe incom- 
ere 1H, 2c 
There are alſo many delightful rides near 
this place, tho it has the appearance of being 
confined : we ſhall enumerate a few; and 


thoſe. who wiſh to explore further, will have 
— — „% 111 
IJ To the right, over the Bridge, takes you 
to Sandsfoot Caſtle, where there is a fine 
view of the Iſland of Portland. Go round 
by the Ferry-houſe, and there are a variety 
of extenſive ſneep-walks over Wyke Nap, by 
Lane Houſe Farm, and round by the turn - 
pike Road which leads to Abbotſbur 7. 
The Dorcheſter road, as far as Upway, a 
delightful little village, four miles from 
Weymouth, goes to Martin's Town; from 
whence the right hand road leads to Maiden 
Caſtle, and by keeping along that ridge of hills 
(Weymouth being in fight almoſt all the way) 
the excurſion may be extended to almoſt any 
diſtance, and return by Oſmington. 
The country is alſo delightful to Lulworth 
Caſtle; — to Abbotſbury ;—to Portland; - to 
Dorcheſter, &c. ce. Ee 
Nearly contiguous to the road which leads 
to Wyke, is a neat houſe, built by Mr. Iſaac 
Buxton, a Merchant of London; defigned 
and executed by Mr. Crunden, which does 
credit to the architect. 1 3 3 


5 7 VF. TCP. 
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Near the Pier Head Fiſhing and Sailin 
Boats are conſtantly in waiting to 255 
ſtrangers. N 

To Lulworth by water from che N 
Pier, is about ten miles. 
I0o Portland Caſtle about three ae FF by” 
land four. | 

To St. Alban's Head, which is the furtheſt 
land you ſee facing the Bay, to the Eaſt, is 
about fixteen miles. 

To Portland, by land, a narrow paſſage i 3&3 
crofſed in a F erry-boat, conſtructed ſo as to 
convey horſes and carriages, &c. with great 
ſafety. 
The Cnoxen of Mzrcouzz Rois was 
dedicated to our Bleſſed Saviour, and ſtands 
near the center of the town. It conſiſts of a 
body and two aiſles of equal length and 
heighth: the body is ſupported by fix arches, | 
and ſeems to have been the old Chapel. On 
a ſtone near the Church, being part of the old 
Weſt door of the Chapel, is this date, 1580, 
perhaps when the Chapel was repaired, 

That a Chapel ſtood here formerly ap 1 - 
by the Biſhop of Sarum's letter to the Dean 
of Dorcheſter, to cite William le Towe, and 
Robert de Durteſdyche, Preſbyters, for in- 
truding into the Chapel of Melcombe, be- 
longing to the Mother Church of Rappole, 
Anno Dom. 1301. This ſeems afterwards 
to have gone to decay; for the Founders of 


tae Dominican Priorv alledge that there was 
D 3 | no 
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: place dedicated to God in Melcombe.— 


r. Willis thinks it was anciently conſecraty 
to the Holy Trinity. 


In 1605 a new church was built on the 
fcite of the chapel, and mage % D. Leuch 


and in 1606 it was conſecrated « Couch, 
'Sufftagrab to the Biſhop pA pores — 
named it Chriſt Church. T he greateſt be- 
nefactors towards building it Were certain 
citizens of London. This was done p par 
ſuant to an act 1 Jac. I. 1604, ſetting fort 
That the church of Radipole is a mile and 8 
half from any part of Melcombe, and ſ 
ſmall that it cannot receive a fixth part 
the pariſhjoners ; that in Melcombe is a 
Chapel of eaſe, not able to contain above 
alf of the inhabitants, who are ten to one 
. then enacted, that the inhabitants o 
elcombe may, on "the ground where the 
chapel ſtands, erect a church, and encloſe 
the waſte grounds abutting on the Nort 
992 South - the chapel, parcel of the po! 
ſeſſions of the town of Weymouth ang Mel: 
nbe, to make a Con? Fre: church yard. 
his church to be called the parochial 
church ; and that ſach divipe ſervice, &c, 
and other parochial rites which were for- 
merly done by the miniſter of the old hurch 
of Radipole, for the inhabitants of Mel- 
mbe, ſhall be done in the new p/n 
adip en Le uted a cha el of cafe to it, 
2 | retain Aueh W le rites 5 115 
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miniſter. of the new church, as were per- 
formed in the old church, or church yard, 
The Patron of Radipole to have the ſame. 
right of preſentation. in the new church as 
he had in the old. A manfion houſe in Mel- 
combe, with a garden, the inheritance of 
Thomas Barefoot, Mayor, in the Eaſt Street, 
or New Street, (at preſent a maſon's yard) 
and bounded by the ſea, ſhall be. for the in- 
cumbent of the new church. 7 
The preſent incumbent is the Rev. Mr. 
Grove. The Lady Brown, of the Frampton 
family, as is reported, was a great bene- 
factreſs, as appears by her arms in the Eaſt 
window of the North aifle. The Corpora- 
tion Seat is adorned with the arms of the 
united towns in copper. Welt | 

Sir Samuel Mico, Knt. and Alderman, by 
will bearing date September the 25th, 1665, 
made the following remarkable. and FOUS 
bequeſt to this town, which being erroneouſly 
ſtated by Mr. Hutchins, the following is a 
faithful extract from the will: i 
„ Item. I give ten pounds to the ton 
« of Melcombe Regis, in the county of 
4% Dorſet; I give my houſe ſtanding on the 
« Faſt end of the Key of that town, called 
e the George Tavern, or Inn, with the 
« yards or any other grounds thereunto be- 
« longing, with the profits thereof, to put 
* out three poor children apprentices- yearly; 
« to the Corporation of Weymouth and 
go | 6 Melcombe 
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% Melcombe Regis, in the county of Dorſet, 
&« J give four hundred pounds of lawful 
e money of England to be laid out in lands, 
ce the profits thereof to be beſtowed — twenty 
ce ſhillings yearly on ſome good divine that 
& they ſhall yearly chuſe, when he hath 
te preached a ſermon in the church of Mel- 
& combe aforeſaid, on the Friday immedi- 
cc ately before Palm Sunday every year, the 
c reſt to be paid that day to ten poor de- 
ce cayed ſeamen of that Corporation of the 
« age of threeſcore years or upwards, in 
te equal proportions, or ſo many of them 
cc within that number, that are ſo qualified, 
tc who are to be at the hearing of that ſer- 
& mon, or ſo many of them as are able.” 


The Lady Brown gave 20s. per annum to 
the church, and the like ſum to the poor. 
Mr. Hodder the intereſt of 101. to the poor. 
Doctor de Sella Nova, the intereſt of 51. to 
the poor. Mr. Middleton the intereſt of 
1001. of which now remains 251. Theſe are 
given for ever. Madam Elizabeth Hey ſome 
gave 3ol. to bind out three poor boys. 


Bernard Michel, of Weymouth and Mel- 
combe Regis, merchant, by will dated the 
22d of March, 1646, gave (among other 
bequeſts) to the poor of Yeymouth 335. 4d. 
and to the poor of Weymouth and Mel- 
combe Regis, ten buſhels of ſea coal. To 
fix poor women of Melcombe Regis, fix 

buſhels 
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buſhels of ſea coal yearly for ever; to be 
paid out of the rent of his freehold lands. 
The King's Head Inn in this town was a 

art and parcel of the bequeſt, and the fame 
1 hitherto been paid by the owners thereof. 
Thomas Hardy, of Melcombe Regis, 
Eſquire, (who died in 1599) endowed the 
Borough of Dorcheſter with the yearly re- 
venue of 501. as follows: To the clergyman. 
of St. Peter's 201. to a ſchool-maſter 201. 
to the uſher 20 nobles, (61. 138. 4d.) and to 
the alms women five marks, (31. 6s. 8d.) 


* 


From the preceding hiſtorical facts it will 
appear, that Weymouth has been a maritime 
as well as mercantile town of ſome antiquity. 
Of late years the chief trade carried on here 
has been ſhip building, which has employed 
many workmen, to the benefit as well as re- 
putation of the place. 

In its preſent ſtate Weymouth has be- 
come, and is rapidly growing more conſi- 
derable, from the great concourſe of polite 
company by which it is now frequented for 
Sea-bathing: for this purpoſe the Bay is far 
better adapted than that of any other water- 
ing place upon our coaſts; whilſt the inha- 
bitants by ſuch an influx of money have 
been encouraged to rebuild, repair, and 
greatly enlarge the town, which in little 
more than twenty years has undergone a con- 
niderable transformation. 5 

The late Mr. Allen of Bath firſt recom- 

| | mended 
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mended Weymouth as a bathing place.— 


Being himſelf adviſed about 'the year 1763, 
to aſe Sea-bathing, he had a bathing machine 
conſtrued for his own uſe, and happily re- 
ceived great benefit. The recommendation 
of this gentleman induced others to vifit the 
lace, which ſoon recommended itſelf, and 
nav the publick reſort of the firſt com · 
any from every part of the kingdom; and 
is Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, 
in the year 1780, from pafling a Winter ar 
Weymouth, found ſo much benefit, that he 
was induced to build a houſe facing the Bay 
for his own reſidence. — Other gentlemen 
have followed this example ; and we may 
venture to prognoſticate, that the advantages 
arifing from natural ſituation, viz. an o 
communication with the Sea, and a Bay 
ſheltered from every interruption even in 
tempeſtuous ſeaſons, added to a healthy, 
pleaſant circumjacent country, as well as 
the great Weſtern road for its approach, muſt 
ultimately leave this ſpot unrivalled for Sea- 
bathing at any ſeaſon of the year. 0 
The town of Melcombe confiſts prin- 
cipally of a range of buildings facing the 
Bay, and two ſtreets running parallel to each 
other which terminate at the market place; 
together with others, of leſs magnitude, be- 
tween theſe and the bridge that unites it wit 
Weymouth on the op ofite n 
At the entrance of the town from Dor- 
cheſter, are the Aſſembly Rooms, and nearly 
| contiguous 
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contiguous to theſe the Duke of Glouceſter's 
houſe, A little beyond are a range of hand- 
forme alms-bouſes, built by Sir James Thorn- 
hill, and ber decayed ſeamen, but 
R OY 
- The Town Hall, with a Priſon beneath, 
ſtands in the Market Place —And - _ 
Near the centre of the Bay is a comma- 
dious little Theatre erected by the Manager 
of the Exeter Company; and in St. Thomas's 
Street is a Circulating Library, now enlarged 
ſo as to confiſt of many thouſand volumes *. 
yv;£ Ihe bathing machines, which are now 
multiplied to. between twenty and thirty, 
2 5 2 formidable arrangement upon the 
Beach, and are. in conſtant employment for 
ſeyeral hours every morning; during which 
the ſucceſſion of ladies and gentlemen on this 
ſpot greatly enliven the ſcene, ©... 
The author of the Tour through Great 
Britain, ſpeaking of this place ſays, Wey- 
% mouth of late years has been much fre- 
& quepted for its commodious Sea-bathing, 
4 which it furniſhes in a manner ſuperior to 
« any other place in the kingdom. The 
« general tranquillity of the. Bay, the clear- 
% neſs of the water, the ſoftneſs and almoſt 


« imperceptible deſcent of its ſhore, are ſo 


This Library is rather calculated as a collection of 
| oo pm of elegant ———_ _ a gm * the Gun 
the 1 it is proper, however, to add, that nothi 

licentious or immoral is admitted. 
2 &« favourable 
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6 favourable for the purpoſe of Bathing even 
© to the moſt timorous and debilitated: that 
cc I do not wonder at its being the reſort of 
c many people of the firſt diſtinction. It 
cc has all the requiſite accommodations which 
ec are furniſhed by other publick places; ua 
cc as aſſembly rooms, coffee houſes, billiar 
c tables, &c. &c. and houſes are continu- 
ec ally building for the better accommoda- 
ce tion of company, which is found annually 
ac to increaſe.” 


Weymouth no ſooner became a place of 
publick reſort, than it was found requiſite 
to accommodate the company with Publick 
Rooms for balls and aſſemblies, which were 
firſt opened on the Weymouth fide of the 
water; and upon this acquiſition, Mr. Plomer, 
who then officiated in the capacity of Maſter 
of the Ceremonies at Briſtol, was invited to 
perform that office here, which he held till 
the decline of his health in the Autumn of 
the year 1783. In the Summer following 
came on an election of Mafter of the Cere- 
monies, when the candidates were Mr. Rodber, 
an inhabitant of Weymouth, and Mr. Morris 
of the Dorſetſhire Militia; the former of 
whom, after a ſmart conteſt, was elected by 
a conſiderable majority, and now holds that 
office; who, with the approbation of the 
ny "has eſtabliſhed the following 


RU LES 


WEYMOUTH GUIDE, 62 


* being abſolutely neceſſary in all polite 
aſſemblies to have ſome regu lations eſta- 
bliſhed, without which no order or de- 
corum can be preſerved, the company are 
humbly. ne to e with the fol- 
lowing Rules: | * 


I. That Gentlemen are not to appear in 
the Rooms on Tueſday or Friday Evenings, 
in boots, or Ladies in * babits. 


II. That the Balls ſhall bid as ſoon as 


poſlible after ſeyen o'clock, and finiſh pre- 
Ae at , G 


0 III. That 8 4 Ladies thi 
dance down a country dance, ſhall ' not quit 
their places till the dance 18 finiſhed, unleſs 
N mean to nen no more that t bag! 


„ 4 That no Lady or Gentlemen be per- 
mitted to dance in coloured gloves. 


B's y „ 


— ——— — 2 — 


| | 
| 
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V. That after a Lady has called a dance, 


and danced it down; het place in the next is 


at the bottom. | 


I. maar ene vc c ide 
Card Room. x Fo 


VIE. That r will be e pleaſed a to 


leave their fwords at the door. 


VIII. That no dogs are admitted. 


r. RODBERs -. 
Mater ot the Ceremonies, 


The Old Koortis, ey” Want t 
for ſome years been diſuſed, and are nos 
converted to other purpoſes; but there are 


ſtill good lodgings on the Weymouth: fide, 


though not ſo numerous as in Melcombe. 


A Hot Bath has alſo been lately provided, | 
cut out of an immenſe block of ſolid Port- 
land ſtone, and admirably adapted to the 


purpoſe; — likewiſe a Cold Bath of ſea 


water, for accommodating invalids, unable 


to bear greater fatigue; either of which 


may be reſorted to at any hout of the day 
or night. ks 
Q 


oo 
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To ſtrangers, and particularly thoſe un- 
acquainted with the ſea. coaſts, the great 
bank of Shingles bounding Weſt-bay from 
Portland Reach, will afford great amuſe- 
ment.. There are wonderful variety of 
pebbles, both in colour and texture; many 
of theſe have been found to bear a fine 
poliſh, and have been converted into ſeals 
and other trinkets. —The Bay of Weymouth, 
at different ſeaſons, is alſe Wind: replete with 
fine ſpecimens of ſea weeds. and ſhells; and 
whilſt the fiſhermen are engaged in their 
avocations, upon hawling the Seyne, bring 
to ſhore extraordinary productions of the 
ocean, well wortliy inſpection,” and highly 
N to the curious. 


The principal roads leans Dotſet. 
ſhire are juſtly eſteemed equal to any in 
England, and ſuperior. to moſt. The diſs 
tances from Weymouth to the following 
plapes, are, 


From Landes” „ 6,344.68 miles.” 
Oxford, by Saliſbury, 104 | 
Southampton, -/ j5.| 00, 
Wincheſter, + - 68 
Exeter, - = = 
Rath, = =-.5 6 


Briſtol, - = 75 
et: Portſmouth, - 81 
- Ply]mouth,, - 96 


To 
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To this DzscrryTION of WEYMouTH it has 
been judged requifite to add an Account of 
 LutiworTta. CASTLE, - the ISLAND. of 
PorTLAND, MariDEN CasTLE, ABBors- 
BURY, SHIRBORNE, the AMPHITHEATRE 
near DORCHESTER, and the MINERAL 
. Warts at-NotTiInNGTON. ER 


oo. 


LULWORTH CASTLE, 
ISTANT from WzymovuTn about 14 
miles, appears from Tyrrel's Hiſtory of 
England, to have been a Caſtle ever fince 
the year 1146, when Robert Earl of Glou- 
ceſter, took that fortreſs for the Empreſs 
Maude. It is a nbble pile of building, a 
little North of the church, upon the edge of 
the park, on a riſing ground, commanding a | 
fine proſpect of the ſea, from an opening 
between the hills ; and from the top of the 
caſtle is a moſt extenſive view over the coun- 
try, eſpecially on the North and Eaſt. It is 
an exact cube of 80 feet, with a round tower 
at each corner 30 feet in diameter, rifing 16 
feet above the walls, which, as well as the 
towers, are embattled. The offices are under 
| | ground, 
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ground, ard arched with ſtone. The princi- 
pal front is to the Eaſt, Over the doors at' 
the entrance are the ſtatues of two ancient 
Romans in their gowns; and on each fide of 
the door, which is ſupported by four pillars 
of the Doric order, is a large niche, and 
over them two ſhields, on which were the 
arms of Weld, now worn out. 

The houſe coaſiſts of three ſtories, but the 
towers of four. In each front are three 
rows .of four windows; and in the towers 
are four rows of three each, excluſive of 
the offices. 1 EET 
The caſtle in its preſent form was built by 
Thomas Howard, Viſcount Bindon ; was 
begun in 1588, and finiſhed in 1609. It 
was bought of the Howard family, b 
Humphrey Weld, Eſq. in 1641, and 3 
the Earl of Suffolk reſided here in 1635, 
little of the inſide work was finiſned, when 
the preſent owner Thomas Weld, Eſquire, 
fitted it up and completed it in its preſent 
elegant taſte, | | 

This ſeat has had the honour of entertain- 
ing King James I. when he came on his 
Weſtern progreſs to hunt in this park and 
the iſle of Purbeck, anno 1615 : -and allo 
King Charles II. and the Dukes of York 
and Monmouth, whoſe names the apartments 
ſtill bear in which they ſlept. intend 

It is reckoned, for its uniformity, one of 


the fineſt ſeats in the county, and was juſtly 
admired 
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#dtnired by Charles II. The large garden 
Adjoining, and the groves of trees that almoſt 
ſurrouind the edifice, add greatly to the beau- 
and grandeur of the place; and it is per- 
Haps one of the beſt furniſhed private houſes 
in the Kingdom. The apartments ſhewn to 
rangers, are as follow ::: 
dhe HALL, or Entrance, 
forty-ſix feet in length, and twenty in width. 
Over the doors are the arms of the ſueceſſſve 
owners of the caſtle; and on the frieze, over 
the ſcreen of columns, are painted the arnts 
of the family, from the year 1350, down to 
the preſetit time. On the other fide of the 
Tcreeh, on the frieze, are the arms of thoſe 
into which any of the Wer» family have 
Intetttiarried, fince'the above period; elegant- 
dy painted by Mr. Hague. 17 
The DININGPARL OUR 
43s forty: fix feet by twenty ſive, and nineteen 
feet high. At one end is a capital organ, 
erected in 1777, and built by Mr. Seede, 
Junior, of Briſtol - 5 5 
N The PICTURES are, 
A Family Portrait, by Sir Peter Leh. 
A ditto, — by ditto. 
A ditto, — by ditto. | | 
A ditto, —— by —— | E cd 
«6 4 | A 
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A Dance at a Spaniſh Wedding. 

A Spaniſh Wedding Feaſt. 

A Family — 5 Sir Peter Pe —_— 
A ditto, — . p Sir Gadfrey Kapller, 

A ditto, _ — by giteo: | 
A View-of this ea? y De Brag. 

And a ine Picture of Ruins, ef 


The BREAKFAST PARLOUR. 


The Adoration-of the Three Kings, by De Hos. 

Saint aul and Saint Anthony in the Deſert, 
by D. Teniers. © 

A Portrait, by Angelica —_—. 

A Family Picture, by Holbein. M 

A ditto, by . 


In · chis room alſo are a large collection of 
ſtrong Likeneſſes, moſtly family pieces, with 
fe of their friends, all penciled by the 
celebrated Giles Huſſey, Es Toth .of Marnhull, in 
Dorſet: the 4 and other orhamenne, 


The | DRAWING ROOM. 


This Room is fifty feet by twenty: five, and 
eighteen feet high. The Lieling, from à 
deſign of Mr. John Taſker's, is the per- 
formance alſo of Mr. Hague. The _— 
and ſettees are worked in ilk, with el 
carved and gilt frames. The noble Claſſes 
were manufactured near Preſcot in Lanca- 
ire. The * which nn 
| 2 1 the 
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the compartments in the cieling, was made by 
Moon, of Chiſwell-ſtreet, London, and is 
not only the largeſt, but ſuppoſed to be we 
moſt elegant he ever made. 


THE LIBRARY 


Is twenty-ſix feet by twenty-one, 1s neatly 
fitted up, and contains about 2000 volumes 
of the beſt authors. 


THE KING's BED-CHAMBER 
Is twenty-four feet by twenty-one, and 
eighteen feet high. The State Bed and 


| Hangings are of blue Damaſk, as are the 
chairs and window curtains. 


Mrs. WELD's DRESSING-ROOM. 


II 3 or the Holy Family reſting i in their 


light into Egypt, by C. L#fraine. 


A Family Picture, by Battori. 

A ditto, — by Beach. 

Miniature Pictures, be Maſter Laurence, then 
cleven years of age. | | 

A Family Picture, by Carpentier, | 

A ditto, — by ditto. 

A ditto, — by — 

A ditto, — by —— 

A Crucifix, — by Rottenhammer. $2 

The Laſt Supper, by one of the School W - 

; Rubens. 

A Pencil Likeneſs, by Mr. Huſſey. 

A ditto of the Chevalier St. George, by ditto. 


In 
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In the STRIPED TOWER. 
A Family Portrait. 
| In the GREEN T OWER. 
A Landicape and Horſe, by De Bruyne. 


About a mile South of this Caſtle, on the 
top of a very high hill, is a Fortification, 
ſurrounded by three ramparts and ditches. 
Its area about five acres. The country ppo- : 
ple call it Flozwers Barrow. 

A very fine ride from this place to Corfe 
Caſtle, diſtant about 26 miles; ſuppoſed 
to have been built by King Edger, who ſent 
for workmen out of Italy, and was in all 
probability the Founder of this once noble 
ſtructure; now one of the fineſt ruins in 
Europe, confidering the extent of ground 
on which it ſtands. It is about half a 
mile in circumference, its form oval, and 
muſt have been one of the moſt impregnable 
fortreſſes at that time in this kingdom. 

The fituation and ſtrength of this fortreſs 
rendered it of great importance. Here Kipg 
John kept the Regalia of the Crown, and 
it was the place of confinement for perſons 
of the higheſt rank, particularly of King 
Edward II. 

It is 9 from 3 town of Core by 

3 = 


= 
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. a very deep ditch, now dry. Over this is 
a ſtately bridge, of four high arches. 
- Paſſing the ſecond bridge, of one arch, is a 
moſt ſurprifing piece of ruins. The left fide 
of the gate, with the tower, is ſeparated from 
the wall and the reſt of the gate, having, as 
ſome imagine, been undermined, in order to 
demoliſh it. Whatever may have been the 
cauſe, the effect, as well as appearance, is 
wonderful ; it projects four feet nine inches 
beyond the ſi de, and a maſs of rwenty-three 
feet two inches in width. 
This ancient and magnificent fabric (now 
the pro erty of Mr. Bankes) is reduced to a 


N Reap of ruins, and remains a laſting monu- 
| | 9 of the dreadful effects of anarchy and 
| 
| 
| 


rebellion ih the rage of civil war, The vaſt 
fragments of what is called the King's Tower, 
(from its being ſuppoſed to be a ot where 
the cruel murder of Edward, King of the Weſt 
| Saxons; was committed by his ets: law 
Ellfrith, or Elfrida ; ) the round towers leanin 
2s if teady to fall; the broken walls and 111 
dieces of them tumbled into the vale below ; 
form ſuch a ſcene of devaſtation as muſt rike 
every N with horror. | 
| ome diſtance, is Brownſea,: the ſeat of 
| Memphis Sturt, Eſq; who at vaſt labour and 
| ex pence has highly improved a ſpot till then 
| the moſt rude and uncultivated ; which leads 
| o Swanzich, a place famous for exceeding 
| fe ſtone quarries, | 
But 
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But to return to Lukvorth.—The Caſtle is 
two miles Eaſtward of Weſt Lulworth, where 
is a houſe of entertainment; zoe ON e:foot 
path between this place and Lulworth Cove 
is a moſt delightful view of Sr. Alban's = ws | 
over the rocks on the South Raſt of Warh! 
row Bay, and allo over Weſt Luroh⸗ A 
moſt the whole length of Portland Tfland. : 


Luerth Cove is a natural baſon, ſurround; 
ed with very high cliffs, in the ape A 
horſe-ſhoe, of which the opening forms the 
entrance. It is 1380 feet in diameter, yweny 
ty-one feet deep at low water ; ; admits veſlels 
of cighty tons burthen, and is a great natu- 
ral curioſity ; as axe alſo the lands hereabouts, 
which form the moſt romantic and Pleaſing 
variety of proſpects. 

This Cove is about ten miles distant from 
Weymouth, from which it is an eaſy and 
| i fail ; yet it may be proper to hint to 
ſtrangers, that the gale which carries them 
pleaſantly thither may ſo far retard. their 
return as to leave them the whole night up- 
on the water. It has therefore been found 
moſt convenient to be met by caxriages or 
horſes at Lulworth. 

The beſt road is round is Dorcheſter ; - 
paſſing Warmuell, the ſeat of Richards, 
Eſq; and through | the enn 17 7 "MRS 
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PORTLAND ISLAND, 


3 5 called, is more pro- 


perly a peninſula; it receives its name 
from its ſituation, oppoſite the Port of Wey- 
mouth, from which it is diſtant about two 
miles. The ifland is encompaſſed on all 
fides by a ridge of inacceſſible rocks, except 
on the South, where it ſlopes away from 
the Light-houſes to a low ſhore; from the 
North, the higheſt part of the iſland, in 
clear weather, may be ſeen half over the 
Britiſh Channel, though it is here of conſi- 
derable breadth. Its circumference is about 
ſeven miles on the top, four and a quarter 
in length, and about two in breadth. The 
illand is one continued rock of ſtone, of 
which it is faid gooo tons have been du 
annually. The foil, though ſhallow, is fer- 
tile, and produces ſmall ſheep, the fleſh of 
which is eſteemed the beſt in England. It 
is almoſt deſtitute of wood, except on the 
South ; ſo that the inhabitants burn princi- 
pally ſtone. coal, and cow dung dried. The 
3 are encloſed with dry walls; good 
eſh ſprings of water are here in plenty; 
one breaks out at the foot of the North hill, 
which ſoon turns a mill. The inhabitants, 
about 1300 in number, are a rough, hardy 
. | $52 people. 
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people. They were famous formerly ro 
ſlinging ſtones. 

This iſland gave title to the Earl of Port- 
land, 8 Car. I. and in 1689 William Ben- 
tinck, Eſq; a native of Holland, was created 
Baron of Cirenceſter, Viſcount Woodſtock, 
and Earl of Portland. 

In 982 the Danes landed in three ſhips 
and plundered the iſland. 

In 1142 the Earl of Glouceſter took it 
from King Stephen, for the Empreſs Maud. 

In 1502 Earl Godwin came from Bruges, 
in Flanders, with a fleet to invade England; 
and failing Weſtward, alſo plundered this 
iſland. 

In 1404 the French landed here, but were 
repulſed. 7 

In 1587 and 1596 the iſland was fortified. 
Leland gives a particular account of this 
iſland in his Itin. vol. 3, p. 66, 67. ; 


In the civil wars, 1643, the Parliament 
very early made themſelves maſters of this 
iſle and caſtle; but in Auguſt, in the ſame 
year, intelligence came that the caſtle and 
iſle of Portland, whereof Sir Edward Syden- 
ham, Knt. Marſhal, was Governor, which 
was taken about the March preceding, was 
again reduced. 3 

A gentleman who well knew the caſtle, 
undertook, with the Earl of Carnarvon, to 
repoſſeſs it with fixty men, which were 

| OY 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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granted him. He furniſhed himſelf with 
the Parliament's colours, and marching with 
preat haſte towards the caftle, as if flyin 
from an enemy, called to the guards, that 
he had brought ſome forces, but was cloſel 
by the Earl of Carnarvon, on w 

the ports were thrown open. By this means 
they made themſelves maſters of a place 
of very great importance, and of infinite 
wealth, the rich furniture and treaſure taken 
by the rebels out of Wardour Caſtle, being 
_ here. 

The firſt action between Blake and the 
Dutch fleet was near Portland, on the r8th 
of February, 1652. | 


A little Faſt of the feite of the old church : 


is a very ancient caſtle, in form of a pentagen, 
full of ſmall loop holes. The foundation af 
it was much above the top of the tower of 
the church, and muſt have been almoſt im- 


| 2 beface the invention of ordnance. 


has been commonly called Rufus's Caftle, | 
perhaps becauſe it was built by him. | 


: The New Caſtle was built by King Hen- 
ry the Eighth. It ſtands at the entrance of 
the iſland, oppoſite to Sandefoot, or Wey- 
mouth Caſtle. — The Duke of "Os 


was confined here. 


There are now only eight guns remain 
mounted, in this Fort, the port tier being 
** away. 

- In | 


In à little eloſet over the gun- room is 
this inſcription carved. on the wainſcot:: 


+ Gow ſave kinge Henri the vin. of 
that name, and prins Edward, be- 
- . gotten of quene Jane, my ladi Wari 
- that goodii virgin, and the ladt 
Elizabeth fo towarvli, with the 
" Kinge's honourable counſelers, 


John Taver, Eſq; was appointed Gover- 
nor in 1767. * 
Mr. Aubrey, in his Monumenta Britannia, 
fays, here is a double worked camp, which 
he judges to be Britiſh. 

There are two Light-houſes on the South 
point of the iſland, which till lately were 
kept lighted with a pair of bellows like a 
mith's forge ; but this having many incon- 
veniences, they now afford a light with very 
large lamps, and a bright refle&tor. _ 

| Fo February 1665 much loſs was ſuſtained 
at the great pier, which was quite demoliſhed 
by the rock fliding into the ſea, occafioned 
by its being overloaded on the top, upon a 
clayiſh foundation ; and in December, 1734, 
a 100 or 150 yards of the North Eaſt end of 
the ifland ſunk into the ſea, by which the 
pier and road were greatly damaged. The 
ſhock occafioning ſeveral chaſms, diſcovered 
Qn the ſhore, between the old pier and the 
MC | caſtle, 


\ 
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caſtle, many large ſkeletons buried between 
two ſtones ſet edgeways, and another laid 


over them. 


- In the Quarries and on the ſhores of this | 


iſland, is an inexhauſtible fund of natural 


curioſities. 
The ſtone of this iſland, ſo famous for its 


durability and beauty, firſt came into repute , 


in the reign of James the Firſt ; ſince which 
St. Paul's, and almoſt all other publick 
buildings, are conſtructed with it. Weſt- 
minſter Bridge had from hence ſtones of 
three, four, and five tons weight each :— 
Black Friars Bridge alſo is built with it; and 


what ſeems very extraordinary, the whole 


ſtrata lies upon a bed of bluiſh clay. 


In the Quarries in the North Weſt corner 


are found many petrified ſhells; cockle, 
oyſter, muſcle, and the turbinated kind, are 
common ; many of the heart kind, and ſome 


cornua ammonis. Spirals or ſcrews abound 
in the free ſtone ; ſome very large are pecu- 


liar to this place, and are eſteemed a great 


curiofity. They are perfectly ſolid, and 


form an imaginary axis, equal and regular. 
In the Quarries in the South Weſt part is 


found a fort of ſtone called _ Candy. 
er amber 


ftone ; one ſort is pale, and anot 
colour, formed by an inſipid exudation of 
Juices, thus petrified and candied. 

The ſtone coal is found in the North 


_ Weſt corner, Eaſt of the Caſtle; it gives a 


clear 


* 
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clear light, and is in all reſpects like the 
Kimeridge Coal. 

Not far from the Light-houſes, in the 
South part of the iſland, is a remarkable 
hole through the -earth, wide at top, but 
| narrower below, which opens into a large 


ſubterraneous cavern, 5o by 21 feet ſquare, 
unſupported. Through this aperture, in a 
South Eaſt wind, and a high tide, the water 
then fills the cave, and will rife like a ſpring 
above ground. From the top may be ſeen 
the ſea, with which it communicates, and 
in tempeſtuous weather affects the eye and 
ear with terrible ſenſations. . The cavern is ſo 
large, that ſmall craft with their fails have 
been driven into it, and ſeen through the 
opening. 

In the Weſt part are two. remarkable 
caverns, to which no termination has ” 
been diſcovered. | 
On the ſhore, among the ſea weeds, is 
often found the Tfidis Plocamos, as Pliny de- 
ſcribes it from Juba ; a ſort of ſhrub growing 
in the ſea, not unlike coral. It has no 
leaves, but when cut changes colour, and 
the leaſt fall breaks it. 
The Beach or bank of pebbles thrown up 
by the ſea, which joins to the main land 
above Abbotſbury, makes Portland a penin- 
ſula. It runs parallel with the ſea for above 
ſixteen miles, and the largeſt ſtones lye 
-neareſt Portland, gradually diminiſhing, till 

| at 


„ WEYMOUTH GUIDE: 


at Swyre they are no bigger than Peas, or 
particles of fine gravel. On theſe pebbles, 
without any  feeming nouriſhment, grows 
much erynga, as alſo ſea or beach kale. 
WAST- Bar, fo called, is the Bay to the 
Meſt of this bank, and is of vaſt extent; — 
begins at Portland and ends at Torbay. This 
Bay is fatal when ſhips, com ung from the 
Weſt, omit to keep a good „ or are 
taken ſhort by contrary winds, and cannot 
weather Portland; they are driven on the 
beach, where they may remain on board in 
perfect ſafety, but quitting the veſſel during 
the Norms fatal. It is obſerved, that more 
Dutch ſhips are loſt here than thoſe of any 
other nation; and not a Winger paſtas with- 
out one or more wrecks. 

The old Church was dedicated to St. 
Andrew in 11475, and was a large but rude 
fabrick, at the Southern extremity of the 
iſland. The rower had no bell in it, and 
was detached near three feet from the Da 
of the church. | 


ſtand nearly in the center of the iſland, was | 
begun in 1754. It was not finiſhed- till about 
1764; and in July 1766 was conſecrated by 
Dr. Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol, when it was 
dedicated to St. George; —it coſt 3000l. 
Upon this iſland are [ſeveral Hotels, well 
frequented during the Bathing Seaſon, by 
company from Weymouth, Where the ag- 
««ommodations generally give ſatisfaction. 


The new Church, which is ſuppoſed G 
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MAIDEN CASTLE. | 


N. the left in the road from Weymouth 
to Dorcheſter, after mounting Ridge» 
way Hill, is one of the largeſt and moſt 
complete Roman camps in the Weſt of 
England. There is, ſays Mr. Coker, a tra- 
dition, that it was never loſt or won. This 
camp was their Summer —_— or Caftra 
tiv. 
Ats extent and Awngch is wonderful, con- 
Biting: of a treble ditch and rampart, where 
of the inner ones are very deep and high. 
The form is oval. There are two entrances 
on the Eaſt and Weſt. The entrance Weſt- 
ward has fix ditches and ramparts; that at 
che Eaſt five. The entrances are rendered 
extremely intricate. About its middle to 
the Southward the ramparts are low, and 
almoſt-diſcontinued; perhaps for the conve- 
nience of reſorting to the river, which runs 
at its foot. The Area is divided in the centre 
by a low ditch, drawn acroſs from North to 
South; and on. the South ſide is the mouth 

of a cave. 

Learned inveſtigators have was out the 
particular uſes of each part of this vaſt Area, 
Weſtward, facing the Prætorium or General's 
Tent, the infantry are ſuppoſed. to have been 
Rationed, in number not leſs than three 
"* BY 00g 


8 WEYMOUTH (GUIDE. 
legions or 1800 men. Eaſtward, behind the 
Prætorium, the horſe and carriages ; between 
both the tribunes and other officers. 

Including the ramparts and ditches, this 
camp does not contain leſs than 120 acre, 

of which the Area makes thirty. _ 

The Roman Way leading from Dorcheſter 1 
to Weymouth, paſſes near the Eaſt ſide.— 
The Via Iceniana runs about a mile North 
of it, whence branches a road that leads to 
the Weſt entrance. 

From hence is a moſt delightful proſpect, 
and a view of barrows, or tumuli, ſcarce to be 
equalled in the world ; they reach for many 
miles on the tops of the hills to the South- 
ward, from Sutton Poyntz to Longbredy. 


In the Winter of 1781, ſome of theſe 
tumuli, juſt above the pariſh of Bincombe, 
were opened in the preſence of his. Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, Mr. 
Drax, and ſeveral other gentlemen, when 
they found an urn, and divers warlike inſtru- 
ments; and in the Spring of 1784, by his 
Grace the Duke of Northumberland; but 
we have not learnt what diſcoveries were 
then made, | 


ABBOTS- 
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ABBOTSBURY 


8 diſtant from Weymouth about eight 
miles. The beſt road is through Poſſum. 
This little market town was anciently famous 
for its monaſtery, and now for its ruins. The 
Swannery, and a Decoy, takes it's name from 
the Abbots Town. They depend chiefly on fiſh- 
ing, but have a cotton ſtocking manufac- 
tory. This place has been unfortunately burnt 
down five times within theſe laſt twenty-five 
years, owing to the buildings being all 
thatched, which communicated the flames ; 


the laſt time in October, 1784, when twen- . 


ty-one dwelling houſes, befides outhouſes, 
ſtables, and barns were conſumed. A ſub- 
ſcription was opened at Weymouth by way 
of affording the poor ſufferers ſome imme- 
diate relief, which was gratefully accepted. 

The Monaſtery, was built in the very 1n- 
fancy of Chriſtianity amongſt the Britons. 

The Church belonging to this Convent 
ſeems to have ſtood a little North of the 
Abbey, parallel to chat and the preſent 
pariſh church. 

St. CATHERINE's CHAPEL ſtands about 
half a mile ſouth weſt of the town, on a 


high round hill, called Chapel Hill. It re- 


mains nearly entire, and is eſteemed a vene- 
rable piece of antiquity, ſerving both for a 
ſea and land mark ; when or by whom built 
. 1s not known. 
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The Abbey ſtood a little ſouth from the pre- 
fent pariſh church on a rifing ground, ſouth 
of the town. Somewhat fark of the Abbey 
Precincts is a very ancient barn, which when 
entire was the largeſt in the 

Weſt of the Abbey, under the Chapet 
Hill, is a ground of fourteen aeres called 
the Abbey Garden, where the remains of 
terraces and fiſh ponds are ſtill to be ſeen. 

Here is a Free School for twenty poor 
boys; at firſt endowed with 121;.a year, fince 
that encreaſed to 20 l. by Mrs. Horner. 
About a quarter of a mile ſouth-weſt of Ab- 
dotſbury is a large decoy,. well ſereened with 
wood, where great plenty of wild fowl refort. 

A little weſt of the town is a noble Swan- 
_ nery; at preſent the number is not more than 

7 or 800, which formerly were 1 150 —0or as 
fome ſay 7 or 8000. 

Vaſt quantities of mackret are niche here, 
and along this ſhore from Portland to Brid- 
port: they are generally taken from the mid- 
dle of March, till after Midſummer, in nets 
or ſeines, ſome of which: are from: 100 to- 
120 fathom long, and eight and a half deep 
in the boſom.—Thirty 4 forty thouſand 
are frequently caught at a draught ; which 
fupply the London and Country markets, as 
well as Weymouth. _ 

On a riſing ground near the Beach, the 
tte Earl of Ilcheſter built for his Counteſs. 
'S ſummer retirement, called * 

5 dillce 
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Caſtle, —It was begun in 1765, or 1766, and 
is in the true gothic ſtyle. , _. | 

Between Abbotſbury and Weymouth, near 
the ſea, is the pariſh of Fleet, where is a large 
and ancient houſe, the property of George 


Gould Eſq; of Upway, | 
Near this place, about two o'clock in the 
morning, on the 14th of January, 1748, the 
weather hazy, and no light appearing from 
the light-houſes on Partland, the ſhip Hope; 
from Amſterdam, pierced for 30 and mount- 
ing 24 guns, ran aſhore on the Beach, hav- 
ing on board at leaſt fifty thoufand pounds in 
ſpecie, beſides a conſiderable quantity of gold 
duft, ſtaple ſilver, fome jewels, and other va- 
lovable commodities, When ſhe ſtruck, the 
maſt providentially fell with the ſhock, which 
enabled the crew 74, in number, to get ſafe 
on ſhore. The veſſel divided into three pai 4 
the upper deck was thrown upon a ridge of 
pebbles; the cabbin where the treaſure moſtly 
lay, was buried in the ſand and ſea weed; 
but the hull never appearing was ſuppoſed 
to have rolled back into the 2 pa 
Near 30,0001. was recovered to the pro- 
prietors, after paying the ſalvage, This be» 
ing the richeſt ſhip ever wrecked on the 
Weſtern coaſt, it brought multitudes from' 
all parts both of this and the neighbouring 
counties, in hope of ſharing the plunder, | 


* 
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S HIRBORNE 


S twenty fix miles from Weymouth; the 
road lies through Dorcheſter, which is 
croſſed at the head of the town, and is in the 
road to Bath and Briſtol. It is a large town, 
and pleaſantly ſituated. At this place are ſome 
capital ſilk mills, which employ a great num- 
%%% A r jy 
This town gave title of Baron to Sir John 
Digby of Shirborne, the 16th James I. 1618. 
The title became extinct on the death of his 
grandſon John Earl of Briſtol 1698, but was 
revived 1765, when Henry Lord Digby was 
_ created Baron of Shirborne. The manor now 
conſiſts of 7000 acres, and includes all the 
other manors and tithings. i, 
The Cnrvkca is ſituated in the weſt part 
of the town, and was anciently the Cathedral 
of the Biſhops of Shirborne. It is a vene- 
rable regular ſtructure, the largeſt and beſt 
in the county, and adorned with excellent 
workmanſhip, within and without, in the 
improved Gothic ſtyle, | 3 
It is 207 feet in length, 102 broad, and 
100 in heigth. The Tower 154 feet high, 
and contains ſix exceeding heavy bells. The 
tenor 1s ſaid to weigh 60, ooo lb weight, and 
to have been brought from Tournay.— A gift 
of Cardinal Wolſey's. 
7 On 
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On a black marble tablet, under the Great 
South Window, 1 

Is this INSCRIPTION by Mr. POPE: 


To the Memory of 


ROBERT, ſecond Son, and MARY, eldeſt Daughter 
| of WILLIAM Lord DIGBY. 


« GO, fair example of untainted Youth, 

Of modeſt Reaſon, and pacific Truth z _ 

Go, juſt of Worth, in ev'ry Thought ſincere, _ 
Who knew no wiſh, but what the world might hear; 
4 Of gentleſt Manners, unaffected Mind, 

«« Lover of Peace, and Friend to human kind; 

« Compos'd in ſufferings; and in joys ſedate, 

«« Good without noiſe, without pretenſions great; 

« Go, live, for heaven's eternal Year is thine, 

« Go, and exalt thy mortal to divine. 


„ And thou, too cloſe attendant on his 48 d 
«© Bleſt maid, haſt haſten d to the filent Tomb; 
«« Steer'd the ſame courſe to the ſame quiet ſhore, 
Nor parted long, and now to part no more. 
« Yet take theſe tears, Mortality's relief, 
« And, till we ſhare your joys, forgive our grief; 
4 Theſe little .rites, a ſtone and verſe receive, 
„is all a Father, al Friend can gre | 
A. PO PE,” 
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$HIRBORNE CASTLE, 


74 E Seat of Lord Digby, ſtands a little 
ſouth from the ruins of the Old' Caſtle, 
and is built in the form of the Letter H. 
Mr. Coker ſays, Sir Walter Raleigh be- 
gan to repair the Old Caſtle, but altering 
e his purpoſe, he built in the park adjoin- 
ce ing to it, from the ground, a moſt fine 
cc houſe, which he beautified with orchards, 
« gardens, and groves, of ſuch variety and 
« delight, that whether you confider the 
& goodneſs of the ſoil, the pleaſantneſs of 
te the ſeat, and other delicacies belonging to 
&« it, it is unparalleled in theſe parts,” 
The middle was erected by Sir Walter; 
his arms are ſtill in one of the windows, 
dated 1594, The reſt was built by the Earl 
of Briſtol, after the Reſtoration; out of the 
ruins of the Old Caſtle, . - 3 
Here. is a grove, planted by Mr. Pope, 
and a noble ſerpentine river, with a fine ſtone 
bridge of ſeveral arches, built by the late 
Lord Digby, It is ſurrounded by a large 
park of three. hundred and forty acres 
well ſtocked with deer; and is, upon the 
whole, one of the moſt venerable and beau- - 


tiful ſeats in England. 


' DORCHESTER, 
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'DORC HES TEN 


Dr from Weymouth about * 
miles, is the County Town, where the 
Aſſizes are holden, and the Knights of the 
Shire elected. The adjacent country is level 
and beautiful. It was formerly computed, 
that 600, ooo ſheep were fed within a circuit 
of fix miles, and at preſent the number is 
ſuppoſed to be conſiderably encreaſed. The 
market is held on Saturday. 

- - At the lower end of the Town a new 
County Goal has lately been erected, which 
coſt 3000 1. The archite& Mr. Tyler. 

The principal Inns are the King's Arms 
and Antelope. 

From the King's Arms every morning boar 
Seven o'Clock, except Sunday, a Poſt-coach 
goes to London, through Blandford, open 
bury, Andover, &e. BET 

A Diligence alſo to London from the fane 
Inn every Afternoon about Five o'Clock. 

Alſo a Poſt-coach 'to Exeter about Five 
every Morning. 

And likewiſe a Diligence to Exeter. 

_ A Poſt-coach from Is Saracen's Head; in 
Friday Street, London, arrives at the King's 


Arms every Evening about Six o'Clock, and 
F 4 proceeds 
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oceeds the next Morning. to Exeter. A 

iligence alſo ſets out from the ſame Inn at 
Six every Morning, and arrives the next 
Morning at Dorcheſter. 


Another Coach comes: from the Bell, in 
Friday Street; and alſo a Diligence. 


Waggons ſet out from the ſame Inns three 
or four times a week; and a Carrier from 
Weymouth attends regularly at Dorcheſter 
to bring whatever is directed to Weymouth. 


Another Diligence goes from the Ante- 
lope; and the old * from the Fenix, 
every day.“ 


Dorcheſter is famous * its beer. and 1s 
encompaſſed by many pleaſant walks. 


About a mile on the London ind to the 
right, is Kingſton Houſe, the Seat of 
Pitt, Eſq. and at a ſmall diſtance, to the left 
of the road from hence to Weymouth, is the 
compleateſt Amphitheatre now to be ſeen 
any wh, called MavuxpDBusy. | 


This Account of the Coaches and Waggons, to and 
from London, paſſing through Dorcheſter, will be found 
particularly uſeful to Company who viſit Weymouth, and 
"og pn e wang | 
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AMPHITHEATRE. | 


1 8 Monument of Antiquity, 
the firſt diſcovery of which was made 
by Sir Chriſtopher Wren, in his journies 
to the Ifland of Portland, has fince been 
examined with great attention, and a ve 
accurate account given of it by Dr. Stukeley 
in his Itinerarium Curioſum. 


It is fituated on a plain 1500 foe dings the 


walls of Dorcheſter, on a gentle aſcent all 
the way, cloſe by the Roman road, already 
mentioned. 


From this Amphitheatre i is ſeen Poundbury, 


another ancient Camp weſt of Dorcheſter, 
Maiden Caſtle, and. the tops of the South 
Hills, as far as the eye can reach, covered with 
an incredible number of Celtic Barrows. 


It is raiſed of ſolid chalk, not encompaſſed 


by any ditch : the jambs at the entrance are 


ſomewhat worn away. On the top is a walk 
of eight feet broad, gradually aſcending from 
the ends, and a terrace of 12 feet broad, and 


four high, but ſomewhat injured by the tramp- 
ling of men and horſes at the modern execu- 
tions, which for ſome time were accuſtomed 


to be here. There are three ways leading up 
to the terrace, one at the upper end over'the 
Cavea, and one on each fide. Several horſes 


abreaſt 


N 
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abreaſt may go upon the terrace, aſcending 
by the ruins of the Cavea. The receptacle 
for the gladiators, wild beaſts, &c. is ſup- 
ed to have been at the upper end, under 
the aſcent to the terrace, there being vaults 
under that part of the body of the work. 
The area is, no doubt, much elevated by 
ploughing and manuring for a ſeries of 
years, yet it preſerves a concavity; for the 
deſcent from the entrance is ſtill great: the 
middle is now near ten feet lower than the 
level of the field. 

On the outſide of the upper end is a large 
round hillock, a confiderable diſtance beyond 
the exteriour verge, and regular in figure, 
which has been ſomewhat appertaining to 0 | 


work. There are two riſmg ſquare ff 


the ſhorteſt diameter, four feet above che 
level of the terrace, that will each hold 
twenty-four people: their fide breadth is 
fifteen feet, and their length from North to 
South twenty feet. 

Dr. Stukeley ſays, it is computed to conſiſt 
of an acre of ground, and was originally 
about 140 feet the ſhorteſt diameter, and 
220 the longeſt. 

The famous Amphitheatre at nns bo 1 
but 223 feet by 136, and the vaſt Colilæum | 
ar Rouge but 265 by 165, reckoned by the 
French meaſure. 

The breadth of the fide-work, or ſolid, 


kalen vpen the ground plot, is equal to bal 
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half the longeſt diameter of the area, or a fourth 

of the whole longeſt diameter. Its perpendicu- 
lar altitude, from the top of the terrace to the 
bottom of the area, is a fourth of the longeſt 
diameter of the area. In the middles of _ 
fide are a number of ſeats, thirty feet broad, 
zaſt over the more elevated part of the circu- 
lar work. Dr. Stukeley computes it capable 
af containing 12, 960 perſons. 

At Mrs. Channing's execution, the 21ſt 
of March, 1705, who, at nineteen years of 
age, Was firangled and burat in' the middle 
of the area, for poiſoning her huſband, there 
were ſuppoſed to be ten thouſand ſpeCtators 
preſent, ; 

Some years ago a coin was ploughed up 
here, with this inſcription: 
JV L. PHILIPPUS, AUG. Reverſe, 
LAETIT. FUN DAT. =_ This * 
| r e. A. * 240. | 


— — 
e 
'S four miles north weſt from Weymouth, 
and takes the name of Vay from the little 
river that riſes here at the foot of a ſteep hill, 
near the Church. 

The Capital Manfion of the Manor of 
Waybayouſe, ſtands at the moſt Weſterly part 
of this delightful little village, and was for- 
* the reſidence of the Goulds. 

| About 


EMP- M.. 
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* —. the middle of it is the ſeat of 
rge Gould, Eſq. On the left hand 
yon of the village bon Weymouth is the 
feat of Warren Lifle, Eſq; and facing the 
road a handſome ſtone houſe, heretofore the 
property of John Floyer, Eq. n 
| brough this villa is an excellent turn- 
Pike road toMartin's Town, Bridport, Lyme, 
and fo on to TT; and the Weſt of 
Eogland. 
It is a pleaſant ride round from Upway, 
through Chickerell, to — 


'NOTTINGTON WATER. 


Famous medicinal ſpring, about tuo 
miles and a half out of Weymouth, 
in the road to Upway, 

Ruſſel on Mineral Waters, p. 308, ſays, 
cc The Water has a ſtrong ſulphureous ſel! | 
with a flavour reſembling that of ſpoilt eg 
and the colour in a tin veſſel is blue. At t e 
fountain head a ſhilling put into the water 
becomes of a gold colour 'in two or three 
minutes; but the ſolution of filver produces 
a yellow and duſky brown cloud, with a dark 
brown grumous ſediment. From the various 


experiments that have been made, it * 
that 
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that the predominant minerals with which 


this water is impregnated, are ſulphur and 


natron, and it is remarkable for curing foul- 
neſſes of the ſkin by internal uſe.”  — 
Dr. Rutty in his Synopfis of Mineral 
Waters, page 518, ſays, The combina- 
tion of ſulphur, and the native alcaline ſalt 
or nitre of the ancients, in waters, as far as I 
have obſerved, occurs moſt frequently; and. 
therefore I have reduced ſuch waters to the 
firſt claſs of nitro ſulphureous waters, and 
ſhall deſcribe two of this ſort, recommend- 
ing to other Phyficians a further ſearch after 
them in their reſpective countries, which, 
very probably, would furniſh us with a more 
ample catalogue of them: a ſearch of the more 
importance, becauſe of the fingular virtues 
and uſefulneſs of ſuch waters in medicine. 
„ Nottington, near Weymouth, in Dor- 


ſetſhire, ſupplied the firſt water of this claſs, 


having been tranſmitted from thence to Dr. 
Fothergill in London, in 1747, and from 
him to me in Dublin, in 1749, and taken up 
in a dry ſeaſon. = | 
„It. was of a ſtrong fœtid ſulphureous 
ſmell, and of a flavour reſembling that of 
boiled eggs, and in one bottle like rotten 
eggs; and the colour of it, viewed from 
above, in a tin veſſel, was blue. 

«© It was a little heavier than diſtilled 
water, for the hydrometer ſtood in it at-4 + 
— When. in diſtilled water it ſtood at 5, o. 


fs « At 
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1 At the fountain head a ſhilling put into 
the water, and let lie two or three minutes, 
became of a gold colour. Silver immerſed 
in it here, ſoon became of a leaden colour, 
and copperiſh hue, and next morning black. 
The ſolution of ſilver exhibited a yellow and 
duſky brown cloud, and a dark-brown gru- 
mous ſediment. The ſolution of copperas 
turned it of a dun blackiſh colour, With 4 
ſmall pale brown ſediment, - 

„„The water curdled with ſoap, and turns 
ed whitiſh with ſpirit of ſal ammoniac and 
ſolution of pot-aſhes ; lime water exhibited a 
whiteneſs on the fides of the glaſs; ſolution 
of alum was clear with it. 7 

Spirit of vitriol made a minute Bult 
tion with it. 

«« Syrup. of violets turned it a pale green 
colour; galls gave a pale amber, and a 
| a cloud near the ſartace, which deſcends 

er in three days. In another experi- 
3 this mixture was milky, with a 
green bluiſh circle at the ſurface; ſumech 1 8 
it of a pale amber. 

4 Beef infuſed and boiled in this water, 
was white; but we ſhall ſee a een effect 
of the ſalt on mutton. | 


The ANALYSI 8. 
I. SPONTANEOUS. 


© THIS water kept in bottles above 4 


year, as above obſerved, exhibited a 9 
Able 
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able plenty of light bodies floating in it like 
finall leaves, and ſuch as I have alſo ob- 
ſerved in our Swadlingbar, and ſome- other 
fulphureous waters, being an aſſemblage of 
— ſulphureous particles which were origi» 
nally diffuſed through the water; and which 
being dried, were partly brown and partly 
red, and ſparkled and flamed on the red 
hot iron, which may ſerve as a beautiful illuſ- 
tration of the formation of variegated ſcum, 
which frequently appears on the ſurface of 
the chalybeate and ſulphureous waters. 


M. ARTIFICIAL. 


When the water was exhaled to the 
conſumption of half, the. fulphureous {mell 
was loſt. 

A gallon exhaled to a dryneſs, left forty 
two grains of a pale-brown rediſh ſediment, 
which was of a brackiſh and urinous taſte, 
turned of a deep green with ſyrup of violets, 
emitted a ſtrong, pungent, and urinous ſmell, 
when rubbed with ſal ammoniac, and a pun- 
gent and fœtid ſmell when rubbed with falt of 
tartar, and made a great ebullition with ſpirit 

of vitriol. 

3 The.anlt ſeperated from the indiſſoluble 
matter (of which laſt I had two grains to ten 
of the firſt) diffolved in diftilled water, was 
elear with oyl of tartar, agreeable to its alca- 
line quality thus manifeſted by the concen- 
tration of its parts, notwithſtanding that the 

| WERE 
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water itſelf curdled with ſoap, and head 
with alkalis as above; an argument of an 
acid in the water: and fo tho? the beef in- 


fuſed and boiled in the water itſelf was white, 


the ſalt, rubbed on the raw fleſn of mutton, 
reddened it agreeable to the effect of the alka- 


line nitre : and, 


66 Agreeable to this was the reſult of the 


mixture of this ſalt, with blood flowing from 
the veins, viz. which it rendered more florid, 
and leſs tenacious than the ſame blood un- 
mixed.“ | | 
CoroLllanigs. 


I. © The predominant minerals in Not- 


tington water are ſulphur, and the native 
alcaline falt or natron, of both which it gives 


moſt or all the eſſential evidences.—Accord- 
ingly it agrees to other ſulphureous waters 
alike impregnated, being eminent in curing 
foulneſſes on the ſkin by internal uſe. 

II. “ Alkalt's and acids co-exiſt in this, as 
well as divers other waters; and, therefore, 
we ſhould be cautious in our reaſonings on 
their operations and effects, as owing merely 
to an alcaline ſalt, when they may be rather 
owing to a neutral ſalt, formed by the com- 
bination of the acid with the alcali, or at 
leaſt when the action of the alcali may be re- 
ſtrained, according to the mixture of the 
acid in a greater or leſſer Proportion with! it.“ 


— — 


— 
* 
i 
4 


THE END. 


